
February 7-10, 2018
Registration begins NOVEMBER 1st at ccira.org
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Literacy Renaissance
R E G I S T E R  N OV E M B E R  1  F O R  C C I R A  2 0 1 8 !

Welcome to the On-line Registration Booklet for the 2018 CCIRA Conference on Literacy!

Invention

Intention

Close Study

Renew your love of literacy 
at the  2018 CCIRA Conference!

Invention. Intention. Close Study. 
This is how we get better at what we

do. Literacy Renaissance is a celebration
of the modern educator—the artist and
the scientist, inspired by access to the
thinking and intellectual mentorship of
the greatest masters of our craft.
Empowered to rethink, refine, and reflect
in our daily work with students. Each
February we come together as a
community of learners to fuel our
passion for this commitment we share.
We understand how powerful literacy is,
how powerful it is for our children to
think and engage, to question and
collaborate. We recognize that we are at
our best as educators when we challenge
ourselves to do the same. 

We have an incredible line up of
thinkers for #CCIRA18—hand picked to
support and grow the kind of learning
community that makes CCIRA the
strong, professional organization it is. We
are thankful to be able to invite such a
stellar lineup of literacy rock stars to our
conference every year. (Check out their
bios at the back of the registration book.)
We value the expertise of the 150+
Colorado educators who submitted
proposals to present at the conference as
well; we know how much educators value
learning side by side from their own
colleagues. We appreciate the
partnerships we have with other local
organizations working as hard as we are
to support literacy and learning in the
state of Colorado. So many individuals
and groups contribute to the success of
the CCIRA conference! 

If this is your first CCIRA
Conference, welcome! Each attendee (and
CCIRA member, hopefully) contributes
to the conference experience as well.
Thank you for the energy and expertise
you bring to CCIRA! 

Keynote Speakers
Keynote speakers play a vital role at

any conference. They are the common
threads that link the experiences of 1,800
attendees choosing from hundreds of
different sessions. We come together as a
community for keynotes—teachers of
students at all levels, librarians,
instructional coaches, administrators,
content specialists, professors—we bring
our diverse lenses, strengths, and
questions, and we gather to think and
learn together. 

Meet the keynote speakers for the
2018 CCIRA Conference, February 7-10,
2018. Each one personifies the theme of
Literacy Renaissance: Invention,
Intention, and Close Study. 

Thursday Morning Keynote: Ralph Fletcher
Ralph Fletcher epitomizes the

DaVinci-minded educator. His side by
side, writer to writer stance
communicates to students and to
teachers that writing work is meaningful,
challenging, and fascinating. Like
DaVinci, Ralph’s notebooks are
legendary, examples of what it looks like
to walk the walk while talking the talk.
Ralph’s passion for writing and for
creating the learning environments
necessary to support student and adult



writers is so clear. His books include What a
Writer Needs, Boy Writers: Reclaiming Their
Voices, Pyrotechnics on the Page: Playful Craft
That Sparks Writing, Making Nonfiction From
Scratch, and many more. His newest books
include Joy Write: Cultivating High-Impact,
Low-Stakes Writing and The Writing Teacher’s
Companion: Embracing Choice, Voice, Purpose,
and Play. With his years dedicated to closely
studying writers and writing instruction,
Ralph Fletcher is the perfect speaker to open
the 2018 Conference. 

Thursday Evening Keynote: Troy Hicks
Troy Hicks will push your thinking

around what literacy looks like. The rules
have changed, and Troy’s work explores the
disconnect between what is traditionally
considered to be authentic literacy and the
types of thinking tasks and tools our
students consider to be authentic. In this
keynote, Troy will get participants actively
engaged in digital literacy—so bring a
device! With books such as Crafting Digital
Writing, Argument in the Real World, The Digital
Writing Workshop, and From Texting to
Teaching: Grammar Instruction in a Digital Age,
Troy is in tune with the technology
renaissance we are experiencing. And who
couldn’t use a skilled mentor in that
department? 

Friday Morning Keynote: Meenoo Rami
Meenoo Rami brings the invention to

the keynote table. As someone on the
cutting edge of what could be in education,
she will challenge attendees to consider out
of the box possibilities. The kind of work
Meenoo engages in with students and
teachers reflects her background as a teacher
at the Science Leadership Academy in
Philadelphia, with the National Writing
Project, as a teaching fellow with the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, and most
recently, as Manager for Minecraft
Education at Microsoft. Meenoo is also the
author of Thrive, a work she describes as her
“love letter to teachers.” Meenoo’s strategies
challenge educators to connect and to
generate the kind of energy that powers
forward and feeds us in a time when we
need it most. Expect the unexpected with
Meenoo. 

Friday Evening Keynote: Eric Sheninger
Eric Sheninger isn’t afraid to ask hard

questions or to completely rethink
structures and processes firmly entrenched
in education. He is a leader and trailblazer,
exploring new possibilities for education in
a rapidly changing world—while remaining
firmly centered on the learning experience
for kids. Eric’s books include Uncommon
Learning: Creating Schools That Work for Kids,
Learning Transformed: 8 Keys to Designing
Tomorrow’s Schools Today, Digital Leadership,
and BrandED: Tell Your Story, Build
Relationships, and Empower Learning. His
keynote Friday evening is about awe: how we
experience it, how that experience motivates
us, and how we translate awe into learning
experiences for our students. Like the
experience of looking up at the ceiling of
the Sistine Chapel for the first time, Eric
Sheninger’s sessions will stop you in your
tracks and leave a lasting impression. 

Saturday Morning Keynote: Peter Johnston
Peter Johnston is Professor Emeritus at

the University of Albany and member of the
Reading Hall of Fame (!!!). His books Choice
Words and Opening Minds have fundamentally
shifted our understanding of the impact of
teacher language on students’ academic and
human development. Peter is so intentional
about the words he uses when giving
feedback because it matters—far beyond that
one reading conference. As we are teaching
students how to read and write we are also
helping them to discover who they are and
how they see themselves in the world. Peter’s
current research—exploring connections
between classroom talk, reading engagement,
and children’s social, emotional, and literate
development—is relevant and highly
applicable for educators at all levels. 

Saturday Events
It wouldn’t be a true Literacy

Renaissance if educators left the 2018
CCIRA Conference thinking the same way
they did at the beginning, would it? True,
DaVinci-inspired practitioners appreciate
having their hair blown back just a little bit.
We embrace that moment when our
thinking gets rocked, when we are
challenged to look at something differently
than before. We seek learning experiences
because we want to grow, not just to
confirm what we already understand and
believe. We’ve worked hard to make
Saturday at the conference a can’t-miss day. 

C C I R A  2 0 1 8

3

Ralph
Fletcher

Troy 
Hicks

Meenoo 
Rami 

Eric 
Sheninger

Peter
Johnston 



3 Hour Institute with Kylene Beers and Bob Probst
Enter Kylene Beers and Bob Probst.

Their new book, Disrupting Thinking: Why
How we Read Matters, is exactly that kind of
professional read. They tackle issues of
reading engagement and building a literate
citizenship by shifting the expectations
readers have for themselves. Kylene and Bob
argue that readers should expect their
reading to change them, to push on their
thinking. 

On the final morning of the 2018
Conference, we will offer a special three hour
Institute with Kylene and Bob. If you’ve ever
had the privilege of seeing Kylene and Bob
present, you know what a big deal this is.
They are spectacular together—authentic,
clear, impactful (and funny, always a bonus).
You will engage as a reader, as a thinker;
you’ll “try on” strategies yourself, so you
have an opportunity to internalize the
content. 

Expect to be challenged. Expect to
experience the thrill that comes from
intellectual discourse connected to our
deepest beliefs as educators. Expect to be
reminded of the critical importance of the
work we do every day. Literacy is power, and
this Institute with Kylene Beers and Bob
Probst may disrupt our thinking, but it will
also empower us (as well as our students). 

Teaching With Primary Sources Institute
We are thrilled to be partnering with

TPS again for a special Saturday event.
Teaching With Primary Sources is a program
through the Library of Congress that
supports educators with professional
learning around integrating primary sources
into authentic learning experiences with
students. There are so many resources out
there, and this institute is a great way to
learn what is available and how to use it with
kids. And because TPS workshops are
funded by a grant, attendees will actually
receive a stipend to offset $160 of their
conference registration fee (reimbursed after
the conference). The Institute is interactive,
hands-on, and participants will leave with
ideas they can apply immediately in their
classrooms. Attendance is limited, so you’ll
want to register early for this one! 

CCIRA Collaboration with SCBWI
Okay, all you secret (and not so secret)

writers out there—this is your opportunity
to dig into the craft and business of writing
for children side by side with other writers.
On Saturday, we have three sessions plus a
luncheon facilitated by three of our
phenomenal, invited authors: Ruta Sepetys,
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, and Linda
Urban. These are exactly the kind of learning
experiences you might have if you attend a
conference or workshop with the Rocky
Mountain Chapter of SCBWI (Society of
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators). So
bring your writer’s notebook and indulge
your writer-self for the morning. 

Another aspect to our collaboration
with RMC-SCBWI is the large number of
local authors at the conference. This is
intentional. We know how powerful it is for
students to have authors visit their schools,
and we want to help make connections
between educators and local authors. So
look for the sessions marked with the
SCBWI logo and engage with the authors.
Check out their books. Try to find an author
who will connect with your students, and
make an author visit happen! 

Thank You
After a year and a half of planning, it’s

hard to believe that it’s almost time for
registration to open for the 2018 CCIRA
Conference. It has been a tremendous honor
to be asked to chair the 2018 CCIRA
Conference. CCIRA as an organization has
been transformational in my own
professional development. Stepping into the
role of Conference Chair has been my way to
give back to the mentors and fellow
educators who have shaped my career.
Without access to the learning and
networking of CCIRA, I would not be the
kind of educator I am today. 

I am deeply appreciative of the many
volunteers who collaborate as leaders of
CCIRA throughout the year. It is an
incredible team, and this conference could
not (and would not) happen without them. I
am proud to have this opportunity to serve
as Conference Chair, and I am counting
down the days until February 7, 2018! The
2018 Conference will be spectacular; please
join us and add your thinking to the mix! 

With gratitude,
Amy Ellerman
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2018 
marks the
51st year

for CCIRA’s pursuit of

literacy education

excellence.

You are once again

invited to celebrate with

a stellar cast of speakers

and presenters with a

heart for literacy

renaissance.

Register for sessions at ccira.org beginning November 1*
Reserve your room at the Denver Marriott Tech Center during conference
registration at ccira.org or go to denvermarriotttechcenter.com / 855-238-7558
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*November 1 for CCIRA members,
November 2 for non-members

Join our cadre of  educational masters for a
Literacy Renaissance!

February 7-10, 2018



C C I R A  2 0 1 8

6

Wednesday

INVITED SPEAKERS

Harvey “Smokey”
Daniels

Ralph Fletcher
Gravity Goldberg
Brian Kissel

Mark Overmeyer
Kate Roberts

Maggie Beattie Roberts
Jennifer Serravallo
Stacey Shubitz
John Shumacher
Cris Tovani
Jeff Zwiers

Shane Templeton

INVITED AUTHORS

Bruce Cameron
Melanie Crowder
Bridget Heos
Melissa Stewart

Rita Williams-Garcia

INVITED SPEAKERS

Kylene Beers
Samantha Bennett

Peter Johnston
Bob Probst
Maria Walther

INVITED AUTHORS

Olugbemisola
Rhuday-Perkovich
Ruta Sepetys
Linda Urban

Our Invited Presenters...

INVITED SPEAKERS

Dorothy Barnhouse
Kelly Bergman
Aimee Buckner
George Couros
Katie Garner

Gravity Goldberg

Troy Hicks
Kristine Mraz
Meenoo Rami
Pernille Ripp
Eric Sheninger
John Shumacher
Vicki Vinton

INVITED AUTHORS

Mac Barnett
Donna Cooner
Melanie Crowder
Olugbemisola

Rhuday-Perkovich
Ruta Sepetys
Denise Vega

An Evening with or An Evening with
Harvey “Smokey” Daniels Stacey Shubitz

Wednesday 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. — Appetizers served

Attendance for these events is limited. 

Check the appropriate box on your registration form.

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Ralph Fletcher
Thursday Morning General Session

Troy Hicks
Thursday Evening Keynote Address

Meenoo Rami
Friday Morning General Session

Eric Sheninger
Friday Evening Keynote Address

Kristine Mraz
Friday Luncheon

Ruta Sepetys
Friday Luncheon

Peter Johnston
Saturday Morning General Session

Linda Urban
Saturday Luncheon

Kate Roberts and Maggie Beattie Roberts
Thursday Luncheon

Rita Williams-Garcia
Thursday Luncheon



Which Thread of Learning Suits You Best?
Use this list to guide your selection of sessions that will help personalize your professional learning experience.

Teacher as Writer
Stacey Shubitz ~ Wednesday Evening Session

Kim Tomsic ~ 122 and 147 

Julie Dannenberg ~ 123 and 241 

Ralph Fletcher ~ 133 

Denise Vega ~ 372 and 415 

Karen Hartman and Stevie Quate ~ 430 

Linda Urban ~ 507 

Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich ~ 522 

Ruta Sepetys ~ 531 

A Close Study of Reading
Shane Templeton ~ 130 and 215 

Maggie Beattie Roberts

134 and Thursday Educator Luncheon

Melissa Stewart ~ 150 and 244

Kate Roberts

155 and Thursday Educator Luncheon

Kristie Krier and Sathya Wandzek ~ 227 

Moker Klaus-Quinlan and Ryan McKillop ~ 236 

Gravity Goldberg ~ 249 and 368 

Dorothy Barnhouse ~ 309 and 433

Ruta Sepetys ~ 313 

Vicki Vinton ~ 318 and 431 

Pernille Ripp ~ 450 

Maria Walther ~ 502 and 521 

Kylene Beers and Bob Probst ~ 511 

Writing Instruction with Intention
Ralph Fletcher 

Thursday General Session and 133

Brian Kissel ~ 105 and 246 

Stacey Shubitz ~ 106 

Jennifer Serravallo ~ 109 

Melissa Stewart ~ 150 and 244 

Stevi Quate ~ 151 

Aimee Buckner ~ 312 and 449 

Karen Hartman and Stevie Quate ~ 430

Technology & Invention in Learning
Cassondra Corbin-Thaddies ~ 269, 413, and 453
Troy Hicks ~ Thursday Evening Keynote and 315 

Meenoo Rami ~ 314 
Pernille Ripp ~ 317 

Jamie Hedlun ~ 358 
George Couros ~ 326, 335 and 365 

Eric Sheninger ~ 370 and 451
Noah Geisel ~ 172 and 220

Scott McLeod ~ 182, 218 and 420

Literacy, Community & 
the Whole Child

Kelly Bergman ~ 328 and 339 

Melanie Crowder ~ 216, 338, and 447 

Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich 

366 and 452 

Amelia Van Name Larson ~ 171 and 466 

John Schumacher ~ 310

Ruta Sepetys ~ Friday Author Luncheon

Peter Johnston 

Saturday Morning General Session and 504 

Curiosity, Ownership &
Engagement

Mark Overmeyer ~ 108 and 233 

Smokey Daniels 
Wednesday Evening Session, 132, and 153 

John Shumacher ~ 154 and 310 
Lori Conrad and Missy Mathews ~ 225 

Cris Tovani ~ 234 
Moker Klaus-Quinlan and Ryan McKillop ~ 236

Gravity Goldberg ~ 249

Meenoo Rami 
Friday Morning General Session and 314

Katie Garner ~ 307 and 410

Kristine Mraz 
316 and Friday Educator Luncheon 
Dorothy Barnhouse ~ 309 and 433

Pernille Ripp ~ 450

Eric Sheninger ~ Friday Evening Keynote 



C C I R A  2 0 1 8

8

Did you know 
you can get 1 credit hour 
through CU Denver for attending CCIRA?  

To earn 1 hour of college credit you need to:
•  Attend 15 hours of only the following:

•  Keynotes     •  Sessions     •  Luncheons
•  Exhibits (can count one hour of exhibit visits)

•  Keep a log of your attendance and write at least a paragraph of the key
learnings from all sessions, including exhibits

•  Cost is $115 for 1 credit hour (other fees may apply)
More details will be included in the conference program book!

Volunteers
make it happen!

Can you give an hour of your time 
and help CCIRA during the conference? 

We can schedule your time so that it does not 
interfere with your own conference schedule! 

Session Monitor: Greet attendees and check session
numbers at a session or luncheon

Session Monitor for Multiple Sessions

Session Chair: Support the speaker and give a brief
introduction (bio provided)

Exhibits: Help at the exhibit desk and support exhibitors

Registration: Help at the registration table by greeting
attendees, handing out their packets and answering questions

Be a part of the experience! 
Indicate how you would like to volunteer when 

you register, and we will follow up with you!

Principals 
can attend 
CCIRA

FREE!
Principals! Did you 
know that when four 
teachers from your school 
register for the full 3-day 
conference, YOUR full registration is FREE?

Email the names of those teachers to Amy Ellerman
at ellermanamy@gmail.com for verification.  If you
qualify, Amy will send you a complimentary code
that provides the school principal with a full free
registration for the conference!

Students and Retired
Educators get special

conference rates!
Please visit our website at www.ccira.org to fill out 

the CCIRA Consolidated Membership Form and checkmark
the box that reads: Full Time Undergraduate Student or
Retired Educator.  If you have any questions regarding
process of obtaining a discounted CCIRA membership,
please contact our State Membership Coordinator, 
Sue Goodenow, via email at smg970@gmail.com.



C C I R A  2 0 1 8

9

2018 Conference Chair
Amy Ellerman

2019 Conference Chair
Jessica Rickert

Program Chair
Amy Nicholl

Administrative Assistant
Lisa Kahn

ADA Requirements
Tiffany Regan

Art/Graphic Design
Scott Johnson 

Authors–Hospitality
Pam Minard

Awards
Jessie Meeks

Bookstore–Authors
Corina Kaskey

CCBA
Marcie Haloin

Creative Consultant
Christi Walker

Evaluations
Alison Mund

Exhibits
Sue Queen
Michelle Stacey

Hospitality
David Stewart
Tammy Stewart

Marketing Chair
Emily Bradley

Monitors/Session Chair
Morgan Davis

Site Chairs
Shareen 
Lalum-Cartwright
Sharon Miller

Onsite Registration
Beth Whaley

Photographer
Kelly Marcus

Photographer
Cindi Bryant

Presenter Packets
Cathy Shelby 

Registration
Jeannie Comcowich

Registration
Debbie Miller 

Scholarships 
Sue Goodenow

Secondary Reading
Patty Hagan

Signs
Susan Gorrell

Site/Buses and Parking
Kat Evenson

Speaker and Author Gift
Bags
Dawn Axelson

Treasurer
Cathy Lynskey

Young Writers
Kristin Filce

2018 Conference Committee

Administrators and Reading

Brenda Dyer

Audit

Candice M. Green

Budget

Cathy Lynskey

Celebrate Literacy Award

Janele Husband

Colorado Blue Spruce 

Young Adult Book Award

Kristin Grabarek and

Sharon Nehls

Colorado Children’s Book Award

Marcie Haloin 

Colorado Young Writers’ Award

Kristin Filce

Community Service Grant

Roxanne Visconti

Conference Chairs

Amy Ellerman and 

Jessica Rickert

Early Career Network

Christine Kyser and 

Suzette Youngs

Equity and Diversity

Carla Garcia

Ethics

Peg Isakson and 

Kim Sutherland

Fannie Stabenow Award

James Erekson and 

Roland Schendel

Historical Perspective

Colleen Rickert

Kay Mervar Outstanding 

Reading Educator Award

Amy Sassano

Legislative

Roland Schendel 

and James Erekson

Marketing and Public Awareness

Emily Bradley

Model Literacy Program Award

Jan Killick

Nancy Fox Family Literacy

Eddie Ellington

Nominating

Amy Nicholl 

Past Presidents’ Memorial Award

Barb Kruse

Professional Development

Hollyanna Bates

Rules and Bylaws

Becky Nelsen

STAR Grant

Kathy Evenson

Supplemental Grant

Roxanne Visconti

Teacher as Reader

Pam Minard

Teacher as Writer

Karen Crawford 

Technology Grant

Teri Romshek

Thelma Pett Grant

Beth Whaley

2017 State Committee Chairs

These volunteers have given of their time and talents
evenings, weekends, and throughout the summer to make
the 2018 Conference fabulous.

What makes CCIRA a strong organization?
Volunteers who chair committees and help us
advance literacy in Colorado and beyond.
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what does the 2018 conference cost?
FULL CONFERENCE:
Member: $195.00     Non-Member: $255.00     Student: $50.00    Retired: $80.00

SINGLE DAY — THURSDAY OR FRIDAY
Member: $155.00     Non-Member: $200.00     Student: $50.00    Retired: $80.00

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY (new option for 2018)
Member: $170.00     Non-Member: $225.00     Student: $50.00    Retired: $80.00

SINGLE DAY — SATURDAY
Member or Non-Member: $75.00    Student: $50.00    Retired: $80.00

Refund policy
• A $25 non-refundable processing fee will be charged for each refund.
• Refund of registration fees and meals will be given for requests received up

to and including January 24, 2018.
• From January 24 – February 14, refunds for the CCIRA conference will be for

registration fees only, NOT meals, and shall be consid ered on an individual
basis by the conference chair and registra tion chairs.  Contact Debbie Miller
at dlmiller@jeffco.k12.co.us

• Refund requests received after February 14 will not be considered.
• Refunds will not be issued for payments of $25 or less.  
• No refunds will be made due to weather or scheduling conflicts. In the event

of a non-weather related emergency, written documen tation must
accompany the request.

why should I attend the conference?
➢ Be in a room with top-notch, current literacy gurus, researchers, and class -

room practitioners who will energize your work and support your practice.
➢ Be a part of the excitement that surrounds CCIRA… the largest educational

organization in the state of Colorado!
➢ Have an opportunity to collaborate, question, and exchange ideas with

colleagues in a comfortable venue that promotes face-to-face exchanges.
➢ Meet your Facebook and Twitter “friends.”
➢ Relax and be honored as an educator by dedicated volunteers who celebrate

you and the good work you do every day!

How to 
Pre-Register

1REGISTER ONLINE at

www.ccira.org and receive

your confirmation number

immediately.  

2Make sure to check the

American with Disabilities Act

box online if you have special

needs at the conference.

3Visa, MasterCard, Discover

and American Express

accepted.

4 If you need to cancel or make

edits to the session

registration, use the

instructions on your

confirmation email.  Also,

make sure you review our

refund policy.

5WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT THE

CONFERENCE, COME TO THE

CCIRA REgISTRATIOn TAblE

lOCATED On THE MAIn

lEVEl EnTRAnCE Of THE

MARRIOTT DEnVER TECH

CEnTER TO PICk uP yOuR

COnfEREnCE PROgRAM AnD

nAME bADgE wHICH wIll

lIST yOuR SESSIOnS AnD

MEAlS.  yOu wIll nOT bE

AblE TO EnTER SESSIOnS

wITHOuT yOuR nAME

bADgE.

Important Registration Information
Registration at www.ccira.org begins November 1 — November 2 for non-members.
Online registration begins November 1 and ends January 19, 2018.  You may also register on-site at the conference; however,
pre-registration is strongly recommended because sessions quickly reach capacity.

Review this information carefully — some details have changed from past conferences!

On-Site Registration
1. On-site registration includes an additional $50 processing fee.

2. On-site registrants may attend any sessions with available seating.

3. There is no on-site processing fee on Saturday-only registrations.

�Check with the CCIRA registration table for lost and found,

messages, directions, and other questions.

Register and keep
up to the minute
on conference
information 

at CCIRA.ORG
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Marriott
Tech Center

4900 S. Syracuse St.

Hyatt Regency
   Tech Center

    7800 E. Tufts Ave.Hilton
   Garden Inn

    7675 E. Union Ave.

 

   

Greenwood
Community

Church
5600 E. Belleview Ave

TAKE THE LIGHT RAIL!
Take the light rail, exit at the
Belleview station at the Union
Overpass and walk along Union
to the conference hotel.

Parking 
for 2018!

� Parking is $3.00 daily at The Marriott.

� Many RTD buses go directly to the Denver Tech

Center. Check RTD Park and Ride information.

� Free parking at Greenwood Community Church

on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

� Please note: Cars will be towed that are parked

at any office space in the Denver Tech Center.

� Shuttle bus between the church and The

Marriott begins at 6:15 a.m. on Thursday, Friday

and Saturday.

� The last bus between The Marriott and the

church will leave at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,

8:00 p.m. on Friday, and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Shuttle Bus

Come explore the Renaissance happening in the Rocky

Mountain Event Center. We've re-imagined a more

interactive and hands-on experience for educators.

Mingle, browse, and learn about new resources and

innovations. Lots of give-aways and door prizes, too! 

CCIR-YAY! Reception
Thursday – 11:30-12:30

Grab and Go Food Station
to suit your schedule and appetite

CCIR-YAY! 
Exhibit Hall Session
Register (and receive credit)

for Session #183, #260, #373 or #474
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As an organization, CCIRA is reaching out to

other groups in Colorado with similar missions.

We want to connect—and help our members to

connect—with the incredible learning

opportunities available across the state. 

Please look for the logos of 

our partner organizations 

in the registration book. 

Partnerships
We’ve marked speakers from 

PEBC (Public Education & Business Coalition)

Colorado Writing Project

CLAS (Colorado Language Arts Society)

TPS (Teaching with Primary Sources)

InnEdCO (Innovative Education Colorado)

and RMC-SCBWI (Rocky Mountain Chapter Society 

of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators). 

These highlighted speakers will give 

you a taste of what you might

experience if you attend one of their

conferences or workshops. 

The fact that we have access to so

many organizations dedicated to

supporting literacy and learners

certainly feels like a renaissance! 



at CCIRA 2018!

Session 301
Coaching for Equity
DANA SORENSON
ANNIE PATTERSON
AUDIENCE: K - 5

Session 311
Creating Scientists and Social
Scientists through Inquiry
LAURA WRETLING
JENN BRAUNER
AUDIENCE: MS, HS

Session 430
Invite Your Students to Play with
Revision
KAREN HARTMAN
CWP & PEBC
STEVI QUATE
AUDIENCE: All

Session 104
Visible Learning Constructing
Knowledge for Transfer
STEVIE TOWNSEND
AUDIENCE: K - 12

Session 151
Reinvigorating the Writers
Notebook
STEVI QUATE
AUDIENCE: MS, HS

Session 152
Teach Math for Understanding
WENDY WARD HOFFER
AUDIENCE: 3 - 6, MS

Session 222
Assessing to Move
DANA SORENSON
HEATHER KUZMA
AUDIENCE: All

Session 225
A Community Where Reader
Identitites Are Created
LORI CONRAD
MISSY MATTHEWS
AUDIENCE: 3 - 6, MS

Session 227
Why Annotate?  Is it Really
Deepening My Student’s Thinking?
KRISTIE KRIER
SATHYA WANDZEK
AUDIENCE: 3 - 6, MS, HS

Session 236
Age of Enlightenment: 
Teens Learning with Passion and
Purpose
MOKER KLAUS-QUINLAN
RYAN MCKILLOP
AUDIENCE: MS, HS

Friday

Thursday
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2-Hour Workshops
9:15 – 11:15

101 Leading Functional School
Teams – Skills & Strategies  

HILARY HERRMANN                                                           
KRISTAN DART                                                                     
All

The research is in — collaboration, teaming,
and collective teacher efficacy have immense
potential for powerful positive results. How do
we do that, really? We will provide concrete
skills, tips, and strategies to build a tool box of
solutions for teams. (Repeats as Session 248)

102 An Overview of the Components
of Reading

JILL CASAS                                      DOUGLAS COUNTY

JANET MERRILL                                                                    
K - 6

In this session, participants will have the
opportunity to explore the five components of
reading and consider how each of the
components support reading development in
the elementary classroom.

103 Comprehension Strategies to
Access All Content

RACHEL BROWN                              DOUGLAS COUNTY

KARI WERDER                                                                      
MS, HS

Participants will have the opportunity to
explore a variety of comprehension strategies
to use in the secondary classroom. (Repeats as
Session 470)

104 Visible Learning Constructing
Knowledge for Transfer

STEVIE TOWNSEND                             
K - 12

How do we become intentional about surface,
deep, and transfer learning? Participants will
leave our session understanding these types of
learning and apply them to their practice from
the perspective of a classroom teacher, coach,
and administrator.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

105 When Writers Drive the
Workshop: Honoring the Voices
of Our Writers

BRIAN KISSEL                                                                       
K - 5

In this presentation Brian Kissel
asks participants to re-imagine
writing workshop so that it is
student-driven rather than

program-driven. During this session, Brian
will show different ways writers can drive
conferring, the Author’s Chair, Reflection, and
Mini-Lesson planning.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

106 Mining Mentor Texts for Craft
Moves

STACEY SHUBITZ                                                                 

What does good writing look like?
How can we model and support
our students to write well in the
classroom? This session will help

you focus on the power craft moves to teach
your students by studying children’s literature
alongside them. The presenter will share her
process for mining picture books to use as
mentor texts. There will be time to peruse
picture books you can use as teaching tools in
your writing workshop.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

Thursday Morning 
General Session

7:30 - 8:45 a.m. 

Ralph Fletcher
Lifting the Chill 

from the Writing Classroom

Many teachers have remarked that the
spark, the sizzle, has gone out of the
writing classroom. This session will
look at why, and how we can create a
“writing greenbelt” to bring back the
energy. 
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

Presentation of Celebrate Literacy
Award

Invited 
Speaker

Past 
President

Invited
Author

Thursday

011

Stacey
Shubitz
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Teacher as

Writer
Teachers of writers
know that the
most powerful
thing they can do
is to be a writer

themselves. On this evening, we will gather
together to eat, schmooze, and engage in
creative writing in our writer’s notebooks.
Share in partnerships and with the whole
group, and leave with writing pieces you can
develop and share with your students.

010

Harvey
“Smokey”

Daniels
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Talking About

Curiosity

Join Harvey “Smokey” Daniels in a casual
atmosphere—your opportunity to talk about
curiosity with a master of inquiry-based
learning. Appetizers will be served. 

Wednesday
Welcome to a casual atmosphere where you can
sit with other educators and chat with
“Smokey” Daniels and Stacy Shubitz.  Be one
of the first 25 people to register, and you can
enjoy an intimate discourse with one of these
literacy notables.

Check session 010 or 011 on your registration
form. Attendance is limited.

Exhibit Hall
Trade and Professional Book
Sales and Vendor Exhibits
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Author Book Sales 
& Autographing
NEAR THE ATRIUM
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Look for our conference 
registration table in the hotel Atrium.



107 Cartooning for Writers

STAN YAN                                         
SCBWI Writer/Illustrator, Stan Yan (There’s a
Zombie in the Basement) discusses and
demonstrates how instructors can use
cartooning to boost students of various grade
levels in interest and strategies for writing and
storytelling.

108 The Brain-Based Workshop

MARK OVERMEYER                                                             
K-12

If you are curious about how
research in neuroscience and
brain-based learning can support
reading and writing workshops,

come to this interactive session. We will
discuss how to layer brain-based learning into
the workshop model to increase motivation,
independence, and achievement. (Repeats as
Session 233)

109 Writing Strategies to Support
Process, Skills and Qualities of
Good Writing

JENNIFER SERRAVALLO                                                       
All

In this session, participants will
learn about Jen Serravallo’s
Hierarchy of Goals for writing
instruction — goals that include

habits and processes, skills, and qualities of
good writing. You’ll learn how to assess
student writing to determine the best goal for
each student, and how to craft strategies to
support students with goals. Through video
and explanation, Jen will teach you how to
conduct goal-setting conferences with students
so that students have a say in what they
practice, and what follow-up instruction can
look like over time as you differentiate for the
students in your class, providing them with
feedback and support.

1-Hour Sessions
9:15 – 10:15

120 Lexile Logistics

JAYDINE RENDALL           FRONTIER ACADEMY SECONDARY

                                                                                    SCHOOLK-12

In this session, we’ll explore the history of
Lexile, the intended uses, what Lexile is NOT,
and how to teach students and parents to use
Lexile outside of the classroom to improve
reading skills. 

121 Adventure Renaissance:
Reawaken Your Love of Teaching 

JANICE CARREL                     ADAMS 12 - 5 STAR SCHOOLS

All

Learn about exchange teaching opportunities
in Australia. See a new world while working
daily with students and teachers in Australia.
Exchange teaching is endorsed as a staff
development option.

122 11:11 Wish: Eleven Magical Tips to
Make Writing Come Alive

KIM TOMSIC                                     
3-9

Magical Writing Tips Gleaned From 11 Conferences
and 11 Craft Books. In this session, attendees
will learn 11 tips for adding enchantment to
their manuscripts. 

123 A Nonfiction Author Teaches
Nonfiction Reading and Writing

JULIE DANNEBERG                            
3-9

As the author of several award-winning
nonfiction books, I found that that some of
the strategies that helped my own nonfiction
writing also helped my students enjoy reading
and writing nonfiction. In this session I will
share those strategies.

124 Let It Go: Releasing
Responsibility when Coaching

VICKI COLLETT                           UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

All

Coaching changes as teachers gain
experience and expertise. This
interactive workshop will help you
adjust your support as a coaching

cycle progresses, giving teachers increased
competence and confidence! (Repeats as
Session 332)

125 Revitalizing Authentic Reading
Communities through PBL

AMBER MISKIMON                     JEFFCO WAYNE CARLE

CAITLIN WILSON                                     MIDDLE SCHOOL

MS

How can we create meaningful experiences to
captivate readers? Participants will explore
how reading ladders can be used to create a
PBL opportunity that allows for authentic
engagement, differentiation, and collaboration
with a broader reading community.

126 Literacy for the Gifted Learner

TERESA BROWN                          ACADEMY FOR ADVANCED

                                                         AND CREATIVE LEARNING

What does a language arts class designed for
gifted learners look like?  This session will
explore ways teachers can structure their class,
integrating intentional work with reading
skills, writing, and grammar study, while
analyzing high level text.

127 Likes and Loves from the Literacy
Lists 2018 Edition

MARCIE HALOIN                 BROOMFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
                                                                 ADAMS12 SCHOOLS

K - 5

Enjoy this hour to hear about books for use in
elementary classrooms and libraries. New titles
are selected from professional resources, blogs,
and notable lists. Handout will include
bibliography, ideas for sharing, resources, and
links to trailers.

128 Mustache Baby and More

BRIDGET HEOS               CCBA AWARDWINNER!
K - 6

Bridget started writing as a kid...
and never stopped. She’ll describe
her early love of writing and how
it was cultivated, her career in chil-

dren’s nonfiction, and finally, the development
of her first fiction book Mustache Baby! (Re-
peats as Session 174, 263)

129 Engaging the Reluctant Reader

BRUCE CAMERON            CCBA AWARDWINNER!
Join W. Bruce Cameron for a lively
give-and-take session about how he
stumbled upon the formula for
engaging students and reluctant

readers—animals. He went from humor columns
and books to novels with dogs on the cover, and
then wrote the screenplays for adaptations of
his books for the big screen. He'll discuss how
you can become the teacher that students thank
for igniting a love for reading. (Repeats as
Session 175, 245)
SPONSORED BY TOR BOOKS

130 Effective and Engaging Instruction
about Words: Pre-K - 2nd Grade:
Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary

SHANE TEMPLETON                                                            
K - 2

We examine how developmentally-
based word study guides children
in learning words and learning
about words. What are the

relationships among decoding, encoding, and
vocabulary instruction in the context of
meaningful engagements with texts? 
SPONSORED BY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT

131 Colorado’s Teen-Generated YA
Book Award

SHARON NEHLS
What are the most popular books with
Colorado teens? The Colorado Blue Spruce
Young Adult Book Award nominees are
suggested and voted on only by Colorado teens.
Come learn about the award and be the first to
hear about the new nominees. Innovative ideas
for promoting the award will be discussed, as
well as the Blue Spruce’s media presence and
promotional materials. Come and explore what
Colorado teens are reading!

T H U R S D AY
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Check the map on page 11
and visit the conference

page at ccira.org 
to plan your parking!



132 The Curious Classroom:
Comprehension, Community, and
Inquiry

HARVEY “SMOKEY” DANIELS                                          

As decades of drill and testing
finally fade from America’s
classrooms, curiosity, passion, and
student choice are making a

welcome comeback. Inquiry circles and other
project teaching approaches are spreading at all
grade levels. Based on two of his recent books,
Smokey will share his latest learnings about how
to structure inquiries that engage kids, put their
questions first, and allow them to put their
thinking to work in and beyond school. Among
the highlights: ten ways to start small with
inquiry, including strategies like soft starts,
wonder windows, mini-inquiries, genius hour,
and dance parties (!) Come ready to interact with
colleagues and find the next steps of inquiry for
you and your kids. (Repeats as Session 153)

133 How I Came To Writing

RALPH FLETCHER                                                                
All

In this session I’ll describe my
path to becoming a writer... and
make links to what teachers can
do in their classrooms. 

SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

134 Independent Reading Journeys:
Helping Students Discover and
Celebrate Their Own Ways of
Thinking 

MAGGIE BEATTIE ROBERTS                                              
MS, HS

Our students think deeply and
analyze lots of things in their
lives – text messages, song lyrics,
social media posts. At times, their

writing about reading and talking about texts
they read inside and outside the classroom falls
flat in comparison. This workshop aims to help
students analyze, interpret and synthesize ideas
with similar enthusiasm and engagement.
Specifically, Maggie will share outcomes of a
yearlong classroom inquiry that focused on
helping students celebrate how their minds
work to think deeply about a text. She will share
a practical and replicable process – an
independent reading journey – to help guide all
students to discover how their minds work. 

1-Hour Sessions
10:30 - 11:30

141 Customize a DBQ to Meet Your
Students’ Needs

JONI ZIGAN            VIKAN MIDDLE SCHOOL-BRIGHTON 27J

3 - 6, MS

In our first year teaching DBQ: Document
Based Question to 6th grade social studies
classes, we needed to connect this rigorous
process to our students. We customized a DBQ
about our town’s history. It helped engage
them in the process authentically.

142 Share Squared Whole-Group
Reading Instruction

MORGAN DAVIS                                                                   
K - 6                                                                                          

“Shared” shared reading?  Yes, but that’s not
all. Empowering teachers as decision-makers,
“Shared Squared” outlines a framework for
planning whole-group reading instruction
that puts the “just-right” demand on students
every time.

143 Conversation with CDE

VINCE PUZICK                        COLORADO DEPARTMENT

KATHY MARTIN                                           OF EDUCATION

All

This session will offer attendees an
opportunity to dialogue about major projects
and the work of the Department of Education
in literacy and language arts. Potential topics
will include the Colorado Academic Standards,
the READ Act, assessment updates.

144 Paint/Write: An Interaction
Between Two Media

STEPHANIE WHITE       UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLO.
3 - 6, MS, HS

How do two mediums of artistic expression,
painting and writing, interact?  Can extended
engagement with free painting and free writing
result in personal transformation, establishing
an identity as an artist and as a writer?

145 Improving Reading Fluency with
Performance

CHASE YOUNG              SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

K - 6, MS

This session will describe and demonstrate
several reading fluency activities that are
proven to help readers become more fluent,
including readers theater, poetry slams,
karaoke, student produced movies, and more.
(Repeats as Session 356)

146 P3 | Purposeful, Passionate
Portfolios

BRIAN ROZINSKY           PEAK TO PEAK CHARTER SCHOOL

VICTORIA HANKEY
JENNIFER JOUZDANI
MS, HS

Digital portfolios offer frameworks for
purposefully channeling learners’ passions.
Not only do they create chances to publish,
portfolios pull back the metacognitive curtain
on how and why work emerged as it did. Come
join a portfolio renaissance!

147 STEM Girls in Literature: Why
This is Important

KIM TOMSIC                                     
MS, HS

Let’s discuss what the National Science
Foundation says about girls in math and other
STEM classes, as well as how we should guide
them in the early years with language,
literature, and support. In addition to magic
and fun, our protagonist is a math whiz who
uses the scientific method to figure out how to
solve her problems—that plus Dr. Ruth
Noller’s creativity formula!

148 Words Here and Everywhere:
Early Childhood Literacy Nights

SARAH CHIMBLO                                                                 
Pre K - K

Words are found everywhere, including at
home! In this workshop, you will learn
effective and fun ways to include your
preschoolers at your school’s literacy night
that focus on comprehension, letter
names/sounds, vocabulary and writing.
(Repeats as Session 267)

149 Tips and Tricks to Create a
Successful Donors Choose Project

CATHERINE FARRELL                     HIGH POINT ACADEMY

All

In this session you will learn tips and tricks to
get your donors choose project up, running,
and funded in the shortest amount of time.
Learn all of the ins and outs of this incredible
resource and how it can help your students
and classroom!

150 Helping Students Overcome
Their Biggest Nonfiction Writing
Roadblocks

MELISSA STEWART                                                              
All

CANCELLED

151 Reinvigorating the Writers
Notebook

STEVI QUATE                                      
MS, HS

What does it take for middle and
high school students to find
meaning and value in the writer’s
notebook? How can a writers

notebook fuel curiosity, foster risk taking, and
encourage reflection? Join us to explore these
questions and more.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

152 Teach Math for Understanding

WENDY WARD HOFFER                      
3 - 6, MS

Explore how thinking strategies
and workshop model instruction support
learners’ mathematical understanding. We will
discuss the authentic application of thinking
strategies in mathematics, and engage as
mathematicians in a brief workshop
experience. 
SPONSORED BY PEBC
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153 The Curious Classroom:
Comprehension, Community, and
Inquiry

HARVEY “SMOKEY” DANIELS                                          

As decades of drill and testing
finally fade from America’s
classrooms, curiosity, passion, and
student choice are making a

welcome comeback. Inquiry circles and other
project teaching approaches are spreading at all
grade levels. Based on two of his recent books,
Smokey will share his latest learnings about how
to structure inquiries that engage kids, put their
questions first, and allow them to put their
thinking to work in and beyond school. Among
the highlights: ten ways to start small with
inquiry, including strategies like soft starts,
wonder windows, mini-inquiries, genius hour,
and dance parties (!) Come ready to interact with
colleagues and find the next steps of inquiry for
you and your kids. (Repeats as Session 132)

154 Mr. Schu’s Review of Books for
You and Your Readers, Too! 

JOHN SHUMACHER                                                              
PreK - 5

Calling all elementary school
teachers, librarians, and
administrators! Join in a
conversation with Mr. Schu as he

presents some of the best new picture books,
early readers, and chapter books for emergent,
transitional, and fluent readers. In typical
Mr. Schu fashion, he will share book trailers,
websites, activities, and interviews you can
easily incorporate into lessons and booktalks
to get everyone on your campus hurrying to
your bookshelves to find the perfect book.

155 Teach the Reader, Not the Book

KATE ROBERTS                                                                     
MS, HS

Do you teach whole class novels
but fear that your students are not
getting better as readers from book
to book? Do you want to teach a

whole class novel but fear losing the
engagement and growth in your readers
workshop classroom? This session will help you
to navigate the terrain between independent
reading practices       and more traditional whole
class novel teaching. There is a way to teach a
novel while still teaching our individual readers.
Kate will present one way to strike a balance in
this practical, solution based workshop.

1-Hour Sessions
11:45 - 12:45

161 Using Authors’ Revision
Strategies in the Classroom

HEATHER PREUSSER               PROSPECT RIDGE ACADEMY

All                                                              CHARTER SCHOOL

Using Kate Messner’s Real Revision: Authors’
Strategies to Share with Student Writers, Heather
will introduce techniques she used when
revising her picture book, A Symphony of
Cowbells. Participants will leave with resources
to inform revision. (Repeats as Session 445)

162 Wrestling with Text Complexity,
One Sentence at a Time

GEORGIA SCURLETIS                       THE COLLEGE BOARD

MS, HS

This workshop introduces strategies to tackle a
complex text by unpacking its most complex
sentences. Teachers will gain some concrete
(and fun!) ideas about how to focus on
sentence comprehension AND building as a
means to develop reading skills. (Repeats as
Session 202)

163 Literacy with Primary Sources

KILE CLABAUGH                               
KEITH PATTERSON
MS, HS

Teaching with Primary Sources at MSU Denver
will give literacy strategies using historical
primary sources from the Library of Congress.
(Repeats as Session 411)

164 Master Your Craft Through
Engaging Book Studies

KERI MELMED                                 HIGH POINT ACADEMY

All

Create shared vision and increase capacity
through the power of book studies.
Participants will experience ways to leverage
the knowledge and insights found in
educational texts that will improve their craft
and construct a shared vision for learning.

165 Playing with Literacy

VICKI COLLETT                      UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

SAVANNA GRAGG                                                                 
Pre K - 3

How can socio-dramatic play
become a tool for literacy
development? Find out how to
cultivate children’s literacy skills

by incorporating reading and writing materials
into thematic play activities in grades pre-K
through 3.

166 Writing Claims and Evidence in
Science 

EILEEN PATRICK                       SCHOOL SPECIALTY - FOSS
K - 6, MS

Students routinely write to support their
thinking with evidence when answering text
dependent questions. Science asks the same of
students. How is it the same and different in a
science context?  Come find out through
hands-on activity and practice.

167 Fantastic Reads and Where to
Find Them

BRIAN ROZINSKY           PEAK TO PEAK CHARTER SCHOOL

MS, HS

What if we’re in the midst of a reading
renaissance? If so, how might learners of all
ages cultivate their literacy and flourish in this
environment? Come unlock some answers
playing Breakout EDU, and stretch the
boundaries of your reading comfort zone.

168 Mor-phun-ology – Let’s Have Fun
and Be Word Detectives!

BRIDGETTE GREENE                                                           
Pre K - 2

Has your teaching goal been to create an
enticing vocabulary learning environment for
students? A place where teachers & students
have fun being “meaning detectives”,
investigating the smallest units of words,
stringing morphemes together to create new
words, and analyzing those meaning chunks to
better comprehend the message being
conveyed. This will be one interactive session
packed with helpful techniques, ideas and
methods on how to make a classroom where
words come to life in an amusing and enticing
manner.

169 The Ten Step Story/Narrative

EUGENE GALIANO                                                               
3 - 6

The Ten Step Story/Narrative enables students
to focus their creative ideas to write a fictional
story, or a required narrative piece. (Repeats as
Session 465)

170 Digital Tools for the Writing
Process

EMILY ANDERLE                     RIVERSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL

MS, HS

Are your students using Chromebooks as
typewriters?  Learn to use Google Apps for
Educators to enhance every stage of the
writing process. Discover powerful digital
tools that can help students plan, draft, and
revise based on feedback.

171 Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding
Glass Doors: Pursuit of Equity

AMELIA VAN NAME LARSON   AMERICAN READING CO.
All

Students’ literacy experiences help shape what
they imagine to be possible, enhance their
understanding of self and others, and support
social-emotional learning. Join us for practical
tips on how mirrors and windows of reading
open the world for children. (Repeats as
Session 466)

172 Literally the Best Ever:  
Chrome Extensions for Literacy

NOAH GEISEL                                   
Chrome Extensions are apps for
your web browser. In this session for all
abilities, learn about and play with extensions
for collaboration and critical thinking,
research and organization, and a way to give
students credit for their on-line reading. 
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174 Mustache Baby and More

BRIDGET HEOS               CCBA AWARDWINNER!
K - 6

Bridget started writing as a kid...
and never stopped. She’ll describe
her early love of writing and how
it was cultivated, her career in

children’s nonfiction, and finally, the
development of her first fiction book Mustache
Baby! (Repeats as Session 128, 263)

175 Engaging the Reluctant Reader

BRUCE CAMERON            CCBA AWARDWINNER!
Join W. Bruce Cameron for a lively
give-and-take session about how he
stumbled upon the formula for
engaging students and reluctant

readers—animals. He went from humor columns
and books to novels with dogs on the cover, and
then wrote the screenplays for adaptations of
his books for the big screen. He'll discuss how
you can become the teacher that students thank
for igniting a love for reading. (Repeats as
Session 129, 245)
SPONSORED BY TOR BOOKS

176 Using Physical Activity to
Improve Student Achievement

AARON GEFFRE                                                                    
K - 5, MS

Recent brain research shows a clear link between
physical activity and academic achievement.
Leave with easy-to-use ideas for brain breaks,
integrating movement into core content, and
keeping students moving throughout the school
day. (Repeats as Session  446)

177 Death & Vegetables: Classroom
Libraries of Authentic Text

JAMES EREKSON
LU BENKE                                                                              
K - 6, MS

Learn to gather and teach from authentic texts
ranging from death certificates and seed
packets to game cards and food packaging. See
demonstrations of reading authentic texts
closely for comprehension and use as mentor
texts in writing.
(Repeats as Session 266)

178 Saturating Instruction with
Communication

JEFF ZWIERS                                                                          
All

This presentation will highlight
the critical need for choosing,
adapting, and designing lesson
activities that have less pseudo-

communication and more authentic
communication. Teaching activities need to
embody three key principles of
communicativeness for maximizing the
development of language that students need in
school and beyond: engaging purposes,
information gaps, and attention to language.
This session will provide a range of experiences
and video clips that model instructional
activities and formative assessment practices.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

179 Reaching Parents through Family
Literacy Programming

RACHEL TROTTER                     RIVENDELL SCHOOL OF

JEN TAYLOR                               NORTHERN COLORADO

Pre K - 5

Are you looking for new ways to strengthen
home-school connections? We will be sharing
a depth of research on family literacy and
discussing the power of community in
encouraging parents to read aloud with their
children. 

180 Teaching Family Literacy

GARY JOHNSTON                                                                 

Let’s stop assigning reading homework for
children and start teaching family literacy
skills to parents. This session will show you
how, and the parents will love it! (Repeats as
Session 409)

181 Journey with a Story

KATHLEEN PELLEY                            
Pre K - 6

Like journeys, stories too can involve suitcases,
diversions, discoveries, favorite parts, and
souvenirs. Author and storyteller, Kathleen
Pelley, explains how seeing story as a journey
can enhance your students’ love of literature
and life.

182 6 Arguments for Why Schools
Need to Be Different

SCOTT MCLEOD                               
All

Schools need to change but the gaps that we
need to close are ones of relevance, not just
achievement scores. We'll discuss school
relevance gaps regarding information literacy,
workforce prep, learning, engagement,
innovation, and equity.

Author 
Luncheon

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Rita
Williams-
Garcia  

You Can’t Replicate This—
But You Can Encourage It

Rita Williams-Garcia will share her
early journey to her ongoing practice
of imagining, researching, sketching
and writing her novels. Most crucial,
the people and experiences that
inform her outlook and fiction.
Presentation of Colorado Children’s
Book Award and Colorado Blue Spruce
Award

Educator Luncheon
1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Kate Roberts and 
Maggie Beattie Roberts  
DIY Literacy: Teaching Tools
to Increase Differentiation,
Rigor and Independence

In this practical, hands-on, and
energetic session, Kate and Maggie
will help participants make teaching
tools and create strategies to help
students read and write with greater
independence. This workshop will
share a variety of teaching tools that
can help students work more
independently, with increased
engagement, and towards more
purposeful goals. 
Presentation of Outstanding
Administrative Leadership Award

Review luncheon

and session times ...

some overlap
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183 CCIR-Yay! Exhibit Hall

Renaissance
11:45 - 12:45 – Rocky Mountain Event Center

Come explore the Renaissance
happening in the Rocky Mountain
Event Center. We’ve re-imagined a more
interactive and hands-on experience for
educators. Mingle, browse, and learn
about new resources and innovations.
Lots of give-aways and door prizes, too!



1-Hour Sessions
1:30 – 2:30

201 Using Life-or-Death Decisions to
Engage Readers

BETH WYMAN                                                                      
3 - 6, MS, HS

How do we generate an authentic purpose for
close reading? Use game-based learning! When
students have to make life-or-death decisions
based on information contained in primary
sources, they have an authentic reason to
carefully read and analyze texts. 

202 Wrestling with Text Complexity,
One Sentence at a Time

GEORGIA SCURLETIS                       THE COLLEGE BOARD

MS, HS

This workshop introduces strategies to tackle a
complex text by unpacking its most complex
sentences. Teachers will gain some concrete
(and fun!) ideas about how to focus on
sentence comprehension AND building as a
means to develop reading skills. (Repeats as
Session 162)

203 Accelerating Literacy Instruction
Through Video Reflection

PATTY HAGAN           ST. VRAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

DAVID BAKER
All

Teachers in St. Vrain are seeing the value of
video as a tool for observing, data collecting,
reflecting, refining, and improving their
practice. In this session we will examine how
video can be used to enhance literacy teaching
and learning. 

204 Inspiring Readers and Writers
Through Author Visits

SARAH AZIBO                                                                       
All

Author visits increase confidence in students.
In this interactive workshop, discover how to
select the best author for your students’/
curriculum needs, get funding and leave with a
plan for creating an AMAZING author
experience in your school.

205 The American Heritage Series

DANIEL GINSBERG                      GINSBERG PUBLICATIONS

K - 6, MS

This session presents The American Heritage
Series and how these books can be used to
introduce culture/heritage research/study
units. These full-color, illustrated books are
most appropriate for elementary and middle
school students. 

206 Powerful Partnership –
Bibliotherapy and Purposeful
Projects

JENNIFER DICKEY                           TRIMIND CONSULTING

K - 5, MS

What do an Oscar blunder, a toy store aisle,
and an iPhone App have in common?  They are
authentic platforms for affective learning
projects!  Use picture books to tackle
challenging topics including gender role
expectations and perfectionism.

207 Comprehension Renaissance for
all Grade Levels

VALERI HUDSON                    NATRONA COUNTY SCHOOL

JACKIE O’BRIANT                                    DISTRICT #1
MS, HS

We work in separate buildings with different
populations. We collaborate & use many of the
same strategies to help students. This is an
interactive workshop with tools that can be
used the next day. Our focus is secondary but
adjusted to all grade levels.

208 Your Students Can Read 
Non-fiction; You Can Show 
Them How

CALLIE DIMAGIBA                                                               
MS, HS

Content is what you teach, but what about the
how? Add interactive teacher think-alouds to
your daily practice to enhance student
comprehension of nonfiction texts and meet
the literacy demands of Common Core
without compromising your content.

209 Tall Poppies: Identifying and
Serving Young Gifted Readers

PATRICIA DAVIS                          DE NOVO LEARNING, INC.
K - 5

The gifted learner is often overlooked as
teachers focus on bringing reading levels up
for those who struggle. In this session, you will
learn how to differentiate reading instruction
for gifted students.

210 Story Time From Space —
Literacy and STEM from Earth’s
Orbit

JEFFREY BENNETT                                                               

Story Time From Space is an exciting new
program in which astronauts aboard the
International Space Station read science-based
stories to the children of Earth. Learn about
the program and how you can use it in your
classroom. (Repeats as Session 443)

211 Best New Children’s Literature of
the Year – Grades 4-8

JENNIFER MCINTYRE                        ONCE UPON A MIND

K - 6, MS

Explore the best of this year’s recently
published books. Discover books that support
learning in all areas of the curriculum and
stories that you will be eager to share with
your students. Attendees will receive an
annotated list of books discussed. 

212 Conscious Leadership

MARK HOOG                                                                        
All

Conscious Leadership is a must attend session
that reminds YOU of the important work you
do shaping students, schools, communities
and our country. Prepare to laugh, cry... and be
reminded of why you teach. 

213 Social Studies and Literacy: 
A Successful Connection

LINDA LINNEN                                                                     
3 - 6, MS

Striving readers can become thriving readers
when they get high quality instruction
connecting content literacy into their daily
routine. I will provide strategies  to build
understanding of content literacy through
explicit and focused instruction.

214 Literacy Leadership

MARCY ROAN                       GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOLS

K - 6, MS

Come learn how to structure and support
literacy learning in your school. This session
will cover developing school wide processes
and structures that create a Renaissance of
literacy learning for students and teachers!
(Repeats as Session 467)

215 Frontiers of Vocabulary
Knowledge: Exploring Words
Deeply in Grades 4 - 12

SHANE TEMPLETON                                                            
4 - 12

In the context of the expectations of
English/Language Arts standards,
we explore how teachers can guide
students in the intermediate grades

and beyond into fascinating investigations of the
vocabulary they will need to learn, exploring
meaning, structure, and history. 
SPONSORED BY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT

216 Literature as a Community-
builder in the Classroom and
Beyond

MELANIE CROWDER                         
3 - 8

As educators and book lovers, we
know well fiction’s capacity to take
readers beyond the realm of their
own experience; to bridge the

empathy gap. In this session, award-winning
middle grade author Melanie Crowder will share
a writer’s perspective on the transformative
power of literature, sharing some exciting new
titles that will help educators build a more
inclusive, open-hearted classroom and school
community. (Repeats as Session 338)                    

217 iPad Apps to Create in Classroom

ALYSSA WISLER                                 
K - 6

Technology is an increasing presence in the
classroom. This session focuses on iPads and
how apps can be used to create and collaborate
in the classroom, whether it is 1 to 1 iPads or
enough for a small group. Bring an iPad to
share in the learning. (Repeats as Session 418)
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218 Redesigning Lessons for Deeper
Learning and Student Agency

SCOTT MCLEOD                               
K - 6

We will use actual lesson plans, video
exemplars, and the trudacot technology
integration discussion protocol to design and
redesign elementary-level lessons and units
across various grade levels and subject areas.
Bring a laptop or tablet computer! 

219 Level Up: Game Based Learning
To Enhance Literacy Skills

BRANDON PETERSEN                        
You likely can’t get your students
to stop talking about games, like
Minecraft, so why not join in. Come explore
the world of Game Based Learning while
engaging in a variety of games that provide
opportunities for students to make
connections to literacy.

220 Know Your Place: 
Placemaking, Storytelling and the
Struggle for Human Relevance 

NOAH GEISEL                                   
We are preparing students for
successful futures in a world of automation
and outsourcing. This session investigates and
unpacks skills that people do better than
machines and that can't be shipped to other
countries. Let's be human and start making
meaning together!  

2-Hour Workshops
2:45 – 4:45

221 Blending Close Reading and
Visible Thinking Routines

AMY DOWELL                               JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PATRICIA JOHNSON
All

With so many instructional practices available
for teachers, it can be helpful to blend learning
and thinking routines in our classrooms so
that students can apply thinking skills
collaboratively, independently and
metacognitively. Interactive session. (Repeats
as Session 425)

222 Assessing to Move

DANA SORENSON                               
HEATHER KUZMA                                      
All

While assessment is not a new concept,
enduring growth and greater achievement is
still challenging. This session addresses ways
to structure assessment and feedback to
maximize student metacognition and move
from independent to self determined learners.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

223 Transforming Learning through
Local and Global Connections

HEATHER KO                            POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

All

Foster digital age collaboration through
participating in this connected classroom’s
learning experience. Participants will learn
how they can get connected with authors, find
authentic audiences for writing, and work with
local and/or global experts.

224 Critical Thinking for the
Secondary Classroom

COURTNEY BERRY                 LITTLETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

JEANNE BONDS
MS, HS

Critical thinking depends on students’ ability
to access literacy in the 21st century
classroom. Participants will understand the
skills needed, identify the processes that
prohibit access, and receive strategies they can
implement immediately.

225 A Community Where Reader
Identitites Are Created

LORI CONRAD                                    
MISSY MATTHEWS                                    
3 - 6, MS

Our vision is a classroom filled with real
choices, purposeful instruction, and a
community built on a deep ownership for each
other and the authentic work of reading. It’s a
“literacy club” founded in true engagement,
relevant texts, and joyful teaching.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

226 “Now it’s Fun and I Kind of Love It!”

LINDA LEON          UNIVERISTY OF NORTHERN COLORADO

JANE ASKHAM
K - 5

Looking for a way to instill the love of reading
in children? Learn how to play the fun, effective,
and interactive Kids Read© game and share how
this unique tool has been incorporated in
schools, libraries, and community outreach.
(Repeats as Session 422)

227 Why Annotate?  Is it Really
Deepening My Student’s
Thinking?

KRISTIE KRIER                                    
SATHYA WANDZEK                                    
3 - 6, MS, HS

Teachers will experience a workshop model
lesson that highlights what purposeful
annotation can do for holding their thinking.
It can bring life to the thinking strategies and
discourse within our classroom walls. Come
make your thinking visible with us.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

228 Using Tech Tools to Support
Critical Thinking

RACHEL BROWN
RYAN GUDMUNDSON                                                         
All

Participants will examine critical thinking
performance areas to help identify and select
appropriate tech tools that help support
critical thinking skills in the K-12 classroom.

229 Close Reading? I Thought I Was

Reading Closely

MELIA SYED                             BOULDER VALLEY SCHOOLS

ALYSON BADAMI
STEPHANIE DOWNING
K - 2

Practical approaches will be revealed for
teaching the skill of deep analytical reading.
Participants will leave with new ideas for
structuring their teaching so that students
develop natural habits which can carry across
the variety of texts they read.

230 Reinventing Vocabulary
Instruction for ELL’s

ELIZABETH SKELTON                                                          
K - 6, MS

Building academic vocabulary is essential for
helping ELLs achieve in grade level classes.
This interactive workshop is designed to
provide teachers with at least 10 practical,
proven strategies for increasing their active
academic vocabulary. (Repeats as Session 304,
426)

231 An Overview of Teaching
Comprehension at the
Elementary Level

JILL CASAS               DOUGLAS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

JANET MERRILL

K - 6

In this session, participants will have the
opportunity to explore the what, why and how
of  comprehension instruction and consider
how each of the comprehension strategies
support reading development.

232 Developing Students’
Conversational Discourse Across
Disciplines

JEFF ZWIERS                                     STANFORD UNIVERSITY

3 - 5, MS, HS

There are a host of academic
benefits of teaching students how
to have rich conversations about
content. These include the

development of language, social skills,
argumentation skills, content understandings,
and more. But just telling students to have a
conversation is usually not enough. We must
(a) have a firm grasp of why conversations are
strong or weak; (b) know how to model and
scaffold core conversation skills alongside the
teaching of content; (c) grow our capacities to
formatively assess conversations in real time.
This workshop covers these three things by
providing opportunities to: engage in activities
as students, see videos of students in
conversation, and collaborate with others to
apply the ideas to lessons. 
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS
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1-Hour Sessions
2:45 – 3:45

241 “So, You Want to be a Writer,
Let’s Talk”

JULIE DANNEBERG                            
All

Twenty years ago I attended my first CCIRA
conference with the dream of not only being a
teacher, but also an author. I left inspired. In
this session I will share my journey and
important tips to get you started on your own
journey to publication.

242 The Essentials of Reading
Workshop

JEREMIAH MOORE                PLATTE VALLEY ELEMENTARY

JODI NIERMAN
K - 5

Find out what components of reading
workshop are needed to make it successful in
your classroom. Teachers will walk away with
practical tips on starting and maintaining
reading workshop and conferring with
students about reading.   

243 FORMative Assessment

EMILY ANDERLE                     RIVERSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL

3 - 6, MS, HS

Are you drowning in exit tickets?  Use Google
Forms and Add-Ons to collect and analyze
data, make instructional decisions, and give
effective feedback. Bring your device, so we can
practice digitally assessing each other.

244 Innovative Activities for Teaching
Nonfiction Reading and Writing

MELISSA STEWART                                                              
Elementary

CANCELLED

245 Engaging the Reluctant Reader

BRUCE CAMERON            CCBA AWARDWINNER!
Join W. Bruce Cameron for a lively
give-and-take session about how he
stumbled upon the formula for
engaging students and reluctant

readers—animals. He went from humor columns
and books to novels with dogs on the cover, and
then wrote the screenplays for adaptations of
his books for the big screen. He'll discuss how
you can become the teacher that students
thank for igniting a love for reading. (Repeats
as Session 129, 175)
SPONSORED BY TOR BOOKS

246 Reflection and Response: 
Writers Drive the Workshop

BRIAN KISSEL                                                                       
K - 5

In this presentation Brian Kissel
asks teachers to re-examine the
roots of writing workshop through
a careful look at how students can

drive self-reflection and the feedback of their
peers when responding to writing. 
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE

247 Cultivating STEM Identitites

WENDY WARD HOFFER                      
Pre K - 6, MS

Support all students’ confidence
and competence as STEM learners! In this
session, we will explore historical inequities in
math and science achievement and discuss
concrete strategies for strengthening our own
and our students’ STEM identities. 

248 Leading Functional School
Teams – Skills and Strategies

HILARY HERRMANN              POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

KRISTEN DART
All

The research is in — collaboration, teaming,
and collective teacher efficacy have immense
potential for powerful positive results. How do
we do that, really? We will provide concrete
skills, tips, and strategies to build a tool box of
solutions for teams. (Repeats as Session 101)

249 Using Mindsets and Moves to
Develop Truly Independent
Readers

GRAVITY GOLDBERG                                                          
All

In this session Gravity Goldberg
applies the research on mindset
and goal setting to help educators
better understand why we may be

cultivating compliant readers, and why
without independence no real and lasting
learning can occur. Gravity shares a framework
called the 4Ms—be a miner, mirror, model, and
mentor—that helps you support true
independence every day.
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233 The Brain-Based Workshop

MARK OVERMEYER                                                             
All

If you are curious about how
research in neuroscience and brain-
based learning can support reading
and writing workshops, come to

this interactive session. We will discuss how to
layer brain-based learning into the workshop
model to increase motivation, independence,
and achievement. (Repeats as Session 108)

234 What’s Compelling? Re-engaging
Readers to Wonder and Infer

CRIS TOVANI                                                                        
All secondary ages, Instructional Coaches, New
Teachers

Sometimes teachers get weary of
being responsible for asking all the
questions. Research is clear.
Whoever is asking the questions is

the one who is learning. So, when the experts
get to ask all the questions, thinking in the
classroom can shut down. During this
breakout, Cris will model different ways
teachers can get their students curious about
their content and curriculum. Participants will
be asked to reflect on what makes learning
compelling and what they can do to propel
their students’ to wonder and think
inferentially. 

235 Conditions of Effective
Reading/Writing Instruction

KATHY KING-DICKMAN                         CENTER FOR THE

                                                   COLLABORATIVE CLASSROOM

All

Do the students in your classroom love to read
and write? If not, learn the instructional
conditions that lead students to fall in love
with literacy while learning all the skills
necessary in order to read and write efficiently
and effectively.

236 Age of Enlightenment: 
Teens Learning with Passion and
Purpose

MOKER KLAUS-QUINLAN                   
RYAN MCKILLOP                                       
MS, HS

Imagine learners diving into content-area texts
with purpose, interest, and confidence! Learn
to engage secondary students in meaningful
reading and discussion that deepens their
ownership and understanding of both literacy
and content standards.
SPONSORED BY PEBC

Don’t
wait.

Register
early.



1-Hour Sessions
4:00 – 5:00

261 Voice-ifying Techniques: Using
Picture Books as Model Texts

HEATHER PREUSSER               PROSPECT RIDGE ACADEMY

                                                                    CHARTER SCHOOLMS, HS

Participants will be introduced to strategies
from Katie Wood Ray’s Wondrous Words to help
students make their writing distinct. After
analyzing picture book exemplars, we will
practice using these techniques to better
understand voice in writing. 

262 Friend or Foe? It all Depends on
Point of View

KATHLEEN PELLEY                            
Pre K - 6

Point of View is more than a literary technique
– it is also an essential life skill. Great stories
help us to see the world differently, while
nurturing empathy, courage, and compassion.
Sample classroom activity includes “Empathy
in a Shoe Box.”

263 Mustache Baby and More

BRIDGET HEOS               CCBA AWARDWINNER!
K - 6

Bridget started writing as a
kid...and never stopped. She’ll
describe her early love of writing
and how it was cultivated, her

career in children’s nonfiction, and finally, the
development of her first fiction book Mustache
Baby! (Repeats as Session 128, 174)

264 Teaching Global Warming With
Inspiration, Not Fear

JEFFREY BENNETT                                                               
All

Can you teach global warming without “gloom
and doom” and without provoking parents?
Yes, if you focus on how you can use the topic
to educate and inspire students. Learn how
from the author of A Global Warming Primer
and The Wizard Who Saved the World. 

265 Using Reading and Writing as a
Tool in Science Instruction

LINDA LINNEN                                                                     
3 - 6, MS

This presentation will demonstrate
simultaneously teaching science and literacy.
Participants will receive many hands-on
activities and ideas for immediate classroom
implementation.

266 Death and Vegetables: Classroom
Libraries of Authentic Texts

JAMES EREKSON
LU BENKE                                                                              
K - 6, MS

Learn to gather and teach from authentic texts
ranging from death certificates and seed
packets to game cards and food packaging. See
demonstrations of reading authentic texts
closely for comprehension and use as mentor
texts in writing. (Repeats as Session 177)

267 Words Here and Everywhere:
Early Childhood Literacy Nights

SARAH CHIMBLO                     POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Pre K - K

Words are found everywhere, including at
home! In this workshop, you will learn
effective and fun ways to include your
preschoolers at your school’s literacy night
that focus on comprehension, letter
names/sounds, vocabulary and writing.
(Repeats as Session 148)

268 Partnering with Your Local Book
Store

ABBEY PAXTON                                                   BOOKBAR

MARILYN ROBBINS
All

Learn about connecting with your local
independent book store for bringing local and
traveling authors to your students, setting up
relevant and vibrant book fairs, building
classroom and school libraries, running
engaging field trips, and so much more. 

269 Transform Your Lesson Plans with
Blended Learning Strategies

CASSONDRA CORBIN-THADDIES                                   
All

In this session teachers will participate in a
Blended Learning experience while discovering
how to utilize Blended Learning strategies to
create a transformed lesson plan. (Repeats as
Session 413, 453)
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Thursday Evening
Keynote Address

5:00 – 6:15 p.m. 

Troy Hicks
With Literacy and 
Learning For All

Bring your favorite device, because in
this interactive keynote we will explore
a variety of tools and ideas that can
help our students learn how to read,
write, and think like disciplinary
experts.

Enjoy a cash bar with 
your CCIRA colleagues!

Board of Directors
Meeting and 

General Assembly
6:30 - 8:15 p.m.

260 CCIR-Yay! Exhibit Hall

Renaissance
4:00 - 5:00 – Rocky Mountain Event Center

Come explore the Renaissance
happening in the Rocky Mountain
Event Center. We’ve re-imagined a more
interactive and hands-on experience for
educators. Mingle, browse, and learn
about new resources and innovations.
Lots of give-aways and door prizes, too!

Check page 7 
and see how students, retired educators, 

and principals can qualify for 
special conference deals!
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2-Hour Workshops
9:15 – 11:15

301 Coaching for Equity

DANA SORENSON                               
ANNIE PATTERSON                                    
K - 5

If equity ensures every student has an
opportunity to think at complex levels, how
can coaches support teachers as they take risks
to provide this complex instruction for all
their students?  Join us as we analyze concrete
examples of impactful support. 
SPONSORED BY PEBC

302 The Reading Writing Connection

VINCE PUZIK                                                                         
All

The session will explore current thinking in
the interPLAY between reading & writing —
with an emphasis on play!  What does the
research say and how does that inform
classroom practice to engage students?
Interactive session: be prepared to write &
read!

303 Enhance Student Writing Using
Story Maps & ArcGIS

HEATHER KO                            POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

3 - 6, MS, HS

Learn how to increase student engagement by
blending map-making skills with storytelling.
Take the opportunity to increase student
knowledge of geography, culture, history, and
literature using professional tools.
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/

304 Reinventing Vocabulary
Instruction for ELL’s

ELIZABETH SKELTON                                                          
K - 6, MS

Building academic vocabulary is essential for
helping ELLs achieve in grade level classes.
This interactive workshop is designed to
provide teachers with at least 10 practical,
proven strategies for increasing their active
academic vocabulary. (Repeats as Session 230,
426)

305 Instructing for Fluency to
Improve Comprehension

SHANNON GAMBLE                 BOULDER VALLEY SCHOOLS

STACEY MANDEL
TERRY MACINTYRE
K - 2

Our presentation will focus on the intersection
of comprehension and fluency with practical
ways to assess and instruct for all dimensions
of fluency, including special considerations for
supporting students learning English as a
second language. 

306 TED Talks Three Ways

ANNA MARIE STRZYZ             ST. VRAIN VALLEY SCHOOL

                                                                                  DISTRICT

MS, HS

Experience three methods showcasing how
available TED Talks engage students in fiction
and nonfiction thematic study and how they
can refine synthesis and argument skills. Time
provided to explore and share examples of
TED Talks to use in your classroom.

307 “Digging Deeper!” Hacking the
Brain’s Affective Domain

KATIE GARNER                                                                     
Pre K - 5

Dig Deeper into our brain’s
hardwired system for learning
with tools for targeting the
affective “feeling” domain and

take advantage of invaluable learning
loopholes rooted in our brain’s plasticity that
will leave you armed and ready for Monday
morning!

309 The Untapped Power of Inquiry in
Reading Classrooms

DOROTHY BARNHOUSE                                                     
K - 6, MS

Attempts to ensure that students
“get” the texts they read often
positions teachers of reading as
‘givers’ of knowledge and students

as ‘receivers’ of knowledge. Such instruction,
however, flies in the face of what we know
about the power of inquiry – and the power of
reading. Can we open reading instruction to be
more inquiry driven? Should we? This session
explores these questions and offers a few
significant shifts that allow students to refine
their understandings about how and why they
read and to construct deeper and more
authentic identities as readers.
(Repeats as Session 433)

310 Cool, Loud, and Everywhere:
Being a Reading Ambassador

JOHN SHUMACHER                                                              
K - 5

John Schumacher (aka Mr. Schu)
is nationally known for his
expertise in children’s literature
and for igniting a passion to read.

He will share his experiences in promoting a
culture of reading among students, staff, and
parents. 

311 Creating Scientists and Social
Scientists through Inquiry

LAURA WRETLING                              
JENN BRAUNER                                           
MS, HS

How do essential questions and compelling
topics bring standards, texts, and tasks? We
will explore a framework for inquiry through
model unit plans and write essential questions.
Join us in supporting students to think as
scientists and social scientists
SPONSORED BY PEBC

Friday

Exhibit Hall
Trade and Professional Book
Sales and Vendor Exhibits
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Author Book Sales 
& Autographing
NEAR THE ATRIUM
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Friday Morning 
General Session

7:30 - 8:45 a.m. 

Meenoo Rami
Time to Thrive

In this session, come uncover the ways
teachers are redefining what it means
to be a teacher and finding joy and
energy in their work. In a time when
top-down mandated reforms are
trying to define what it means to be a
teacher, there is a underground swell
of teachers who are working together
to empower their students. By finding
mentors, building and joining
networks, and finding the intellectual
challenge in the craft of teaching,
teachers are returning to the
commitment that started them on
their journey in the first place.  
Presentation of Fannie Stabenow and Kay
Mervar Awards

#ccira18



312 Writer’s Notebooks: Strategies
for Writing and for Writing
Across the Curriculum

AIMEE BUCKNER                                                                  
Intermediate (3-5), Middle School 6-8, Instructional
Coaches, Interventionists, New Teachers, Teacher as
Writer

This session will update our
thinking surrounding writer's
notebooks. Writer's notebooks are a
tool that along with instructional

strategies that work, students will become
confident choosing topics, generating text,
developing ideas, transferring grammar
knowledge and honing in on develping their
own writing vocie. In addition, we can use these
same strategies for writing narratives, opinion,
and informational texts and transfer them to
writing across the curriculum every day. This
session will have participants writing, discussing,
and planning how to lift the level of their work
with writer's notebooks and set their students
on a pathway towards writing with confidence.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

313 Putting Books to Work: Using
Historical Novels in the Classroom 

RUTA SEPETYS                                                                      
MS, HS

A presentation and discussion
format session to explore the
author’s books and highlight
effective, engaging, and interactive

teaching strategies to integrate the books into
classrooms and reading plans. Interactive
discussion between the presenter and the
participants is highly encouraged.

314 Empowering Your Students
MEENOO RAMI                                                                    

How does empowering students to
choice and voice in their learning
increase engagement? Come explore
the ways you can use appropriate

technology to bring agency and energy into your
classroom community. What happens when
students are committed to learning that goes
beyond earning a good grade? See examples
from variety of classrooms about the ways
teachers are empowering their students. 

315 Can I Cite That?
Examining What Counts as
Evidence in a Digital World

TROY HICKS                    CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

Secondary

It’s becoming more complicated
to determine what “counts” as
evidence in academic argument.
We’ll examine the tensions – and

possibilities – that arise when writers use
images, videos, tweets, and more.

316 Mindsets for Learning and
Thriving

KRISTINE MRAZ                                                                   
Pre-K - K, Elementary

In this session, teachers will learn
how they can leverage the
powerful instructional strategies
of storytelling, self talk, reflection,

and goal setting to teach students to have

positive, powerful growth oriented mindsets.
Teachers will learn the research that supports
teaching stances like flexibility, empathy,
optimism, resilience and persistence. Teachers
will learn how structures like conferring and
whole class conversations can be used to teach
create classroom communities of joyful effort,
while still meeting benchmarks along the way.
Classroom charts and lessons will be shared
alongside tools to ensure teachers can keep
this powerful work going all year long.

317 Reimagining Literacy Through
Global Collaboration

PERNILLE RIPP                                                                      
All

Have you ever wondered what can
happen when you integrate
technology into your literacy
instruction? Pernille Ripp and her

students have been reading, writing, and
discussing with the world since 2010,
fundamentally changing the way she teaches
and how her students read and write. Join her
as she shares ideas for how technology can
take your literacy instruction to a new level,
including ways to use Skype, Twitter, Edmodo,
blogging, and many other tech tools that will
allow for global collaboration, cross curricular
projects, and sparking the love of reading and
writing in students.

318 Dynamic Teaching for the Deeper
Reading of Fiction

VICKI VINTON                                                                      
3 - 5, MS, HS

The founding father of Writers
Workshop, Don Graves believed
that “Children will continually
surprise us if we let them. This,”

he says, “is what happens when we slow down,
listen, and let the children lead.” Graves was
talking about student writers here, but in this
inter-active workshop Vicki Vinton will share
how to create opportunities for students to
deeply, closely and insightfully read fiction in
ways that can delight and surprise us.
Additionally, you’ll learn how to probe,
facilitate and further student thinking, as you
follow your children’s lead, through the use of
several dynamic teaching moves and practices
that can be applied to any text at any grade.

1-Hour Sessions
9:15 – 10:15

321 Reading Mentors: 
A Local Tutoring Program
Supports Students

KRISTA HOLLIS                          TETON LITERACY CENTER

KRISTIN LIVINGSTONE
All

Learn how Teton Literacy Center supports
students through a tutoring program offering
volunteer reading mentors. This workshop will
overview what we do and how we do it, and
then help you adapt the program for your own
school or community. 
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322 Tech it Up a Notch: Engaging
Executive Function in Literacy

BARBARA GRINDLE                      JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

All

Engaging Executive Brain Function is
necessary, but often difficult in reading and
writing. Learn how to leverage devices,
applications, programs, robotics, augmented
and virtual reality, and professional networks
to help you maximize your effectiveness.
(Repeats as Session 464)

323 Making Data Actually Useful

SARAH MCFADDEN                  DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

3 - 6, MS, HS

Are you tired of data? After all, our students
are more than just numbers. This presentation
will overview integrating data cycles into
literacy instruction and specific tools you can
use to track your student’s progress. Come see
how easy data can be! (Repeats as Session 469)

324 Sharing Colorado Children’s Book
Award Junior Novels

SHERRIE DAVIDSON                                                    APS
3 - 6

Colorado Children nominate ten junior novels
each year and vote on them the next. This session
will address how educators can use these novels
to thoroughly look at the literary value and
elements when they share them with children.

325 Students Driving Their Own Data

KIMBERLY REYNOLDS                       GREELEY DISTRICT 6
K - 5

How do students take ownership of their own
learning?  They track their own data.
Implementing personalizing learning plans
with clearly defined targets help students set
goals and reach them. 

326 The Innovator’s Mindset

GEORGE COUROS                                                                
All

Carol Dweck’s work has focused on
the ideas of “fixed” and “growth”
mindset, yet educators will need to go
a step further with these notions to

create the learning opportunities and that our
students and schools deserve. We need to focus
not only what we know, but what we do with what
we know. In this talk, George will discuss the idea
and characteristics of “The Innovator’s Mindset”
(as discussed in the book of the same title), and
share powerful examples on why this is so crucial
for all educators. George’s presentations are
known to be emotional, humorous, all while
pushing your thinking, and will definitely connect
to your heart first, in a way that will last with you
long after this keynote.

327 A Million Laughs or Your Money
Back: An Hour with Mac Barnett

MAC BARNETT                                                                     
Elementary

A look at how books work, with a
focus on collaboration—between
authors and illustrators,
bookmakers and teachers, adults

and kids—(with jokes).



328 Partnering with Parents: 
Working with Parents to Increase
Student Achievement 

KELLY BERGMAN                                                                 
Elementary

Student success depends on the
connection between home and
school. This session will discuss
ways to develop strong parent

relationships and learn a proven method for
effective parent conferences. Participants will
learn how to work with parents for the benefit
of students!
SPONSORED BY SCHOLASTIC

329 Inventing Stories in a Social
Media World

DONNA COONER                COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

MS, HS

Award winning
author, Donna

Cooner, describes her process of
expanding the real details of her life

into a fictional story. She discusses the challenges
of obesity and self-image in the world of social
media. Using examples from personal emails,
tweets, and messages, she shares real reader
feedback about her books. She stresses the
importance of overcoming the self-critical voices
that keep writers and students from succeeding.
Donna enjoys participation and always leaves time
at the end for Q&As. (Repeats as Session 367)

1-Hour Sessions
10:30 – 11:30

331 Student Engagement with
Comprehension Strategies

KRISTA GRIFFIN                                           MSU DENVER

K - 6

Teachers know the power of peer
recommendation for book selection. Why not
apply this idea to strategy use by asking
students to recommend helpful
comprehension strategies to their peers in
engaging ways? Come learn how! 

332 Let it Go: Releasing
Responsibility when Coaching

VICKI COLLETT                           UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

All

Coaching changes as teachers gain
experience and expertise. This
interactive workshop will help you
adjust your support as a coaching

cycle progresses, giving teachers increased
competence and confidence! (Repeats as
Session 124)                                                            

333 Google in the Primary Classroom
COURTNEY PARKER    CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 12
CAROLINE WYMAN

Pre K - 2

We will show how to utilize different Google
tools to facilitate: independent, creative,
differentiated learning; peer teaching; effective
use of instruction time and formative/
summative assessments. BYOD and we will
help you get ready for Monday’s lesson!             

334 Linking Literacy and Science
EILEEN PATRICK                         SCHOOL SPECIALTY - FOS
K - 6, MS

Learn techniques so your students become
effective communicators of their science
thinking. After participating in a science
experience, practice strategies to support
vocabulary, language functions, reading,
writing, speaking and listening.                           

335 Your Digital Footprint
GEORGE COUROS                                                                
Elementary, Secondary

We all have a digital footprint, as
do our schools and organizations.
“Googling” ourselves makes this
apparent whether we have had any

say in it or not. As individuals and as schools,
what can we do to actually shape this
footprint? With open sharing of our learning,
a digital footprint can easily be developed for
either an individual, school or organization.
This is not about branding as much as it is
about modeling for our students that we are
learners along with them.

336 Creative Problem Solving with
Dr. Suess

JENNIFER DICKEY                           TRIMIND CONSULTING

K - 6

You’ll move mountains with this creative
thinking strategy!  These fun and fantastical
books are the perfect platform for divergent
and creative thinking. Students will be
inspired to apply their new problem-solving
skills to tackle real-world problems.                    

338 Literature as a Community-
builder in the Classroom and
Beyond

MELANIE CROWDER                         
3 - 8

As educators and book lovers, we
know well fiction’s capacity to take
readers beyond the realm of their
own experience; to bridge the
empathy gap. In this session, award-

winning middle grade author Melanie Crowder
will share a writer’s perspective on the
transformative power of literature, sharing some
exciting new titles that will help educators build
a more inclusive, open-hearted classroom and
school community. (Repeats as Session 216)         

339 Partnering with Parents: 
Working with Parents to Increase
Student Achievement 

KELLY BERGMAN                                                                 
Elementary

Student success depends on the
connection between home and
school. This session will discuss
ways to develop strong parent
relationships and learn a proven

method for effective parent conferences.
Participants will learn how to work with
parents for the benefit of students!
SPONSORED BY SCHOLASTIC

1-Hour Sessions
11:45 – 12:45

351 Engaging Student Research —
A Journey Around the World

AMY MORAN                   PEAK TO PEAK CHARTER SCHOOL

K - 2

Come explore how to use technology, literacy,
and collaboration in fun, engaging ways to
help your students learn how to research.
Discover how to use the Book Creator© app
and other resources to create an animal/
continent study for your own students.              

352 Primarily Speaking About Picture
Books

MICHELLE PEARSON           ADAMS 12 SCHOOL DISTRICT

3 - 6, MS, HS

Discover how both students and teachers are
using primary sources connected to quality
children’s literature to read, write, and have great
learning experiences together in the middle
school classroom. Resources will be shared.           

353 Strategies for Reading
Instruction in the Content
Classroom

CALIE DIMAGIBA                                              WELD RE-4 
MS, HS

This session will provide a how-to kit for
content-area teachers to start their literacy
instruction, including how to find content-
appropriate texts, identify teaching points, and
strategies for addressing those teaching points.

354 Reading for Meaning: 
A Close Study of Fluency

BEV ANDREWS                                                                     
K - 6, MS

Join this session as we closely study the role
fluency plays in developing readers able to read
fluently and comprehend text, describe
research-based strategies to improve fluency,
and expand differentiated instruction in a
highly-motivating program.                                 

355 Technology in the Primary
Grades Part 2 - STEM

COURTNEY PARKER    CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 12
CAROLINE WYMAN

Pre K - 2

We show teachers how to easily incorporate 4-6
iPads into a daily routine with students. We
focus on creativity, higher thinking skills,
differentiation & the benefits of using STEM
apps, especially coding, with younger students.
BYOD for even more learning!                             

356 Improving Reading Fluency with
Performance

CHASE YOUNG              SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

K - 6, MS

This session will describe and demonstrate
several reading fluency activities that are
proven to help readers become more fluent,
including readers theater, poetry slams,
karaoke, student produced movies, and more.
(Repeats as Session 145)                                        
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357 Using Digital Storytelling to
Improve Literacy

ELIZABETH YARNELL                                                          

Reach more learners and expand student
engagement by utilizing the art, technology,
and excitement of moviemaking as a vehicle to
increase literacy. The modern digital
storytelling process encompasses research,
planning, writing, editing and presenting.
(Repeats as Session 444)

358 Using Technology to Increase
Student Engagement

JAMIE HEDLUN                    SAINT VRAIN VALLEY SCHOOLS                                                             
Whether you have a few years
under your belt, are a new teacher,
or work in a building with limited technology,
this session will help you navigate engaging
ways to encourage your students to
demonstrate their learning through various
tech tools.                                                                

359 Portfolios: Assess, Reflect and
Celebrate Student Learning

KIM HAINES                                            DAWSON SCHOOL

DALE ROBERTS
K - 5

Portfolios exhibit growth over time and a
broad view of learning. Creating digital
portfolios helps develop writing voice
alongside technology skills. In this session we
will share assessment purposes, sample
platforms, teaching tips, and student work.

360 Little Roja Riding Hood:

Translanguaging Mentor Texts

ELIZABETH MAHON    UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER

K - 6, MS

We will closely study translanguaging texts,
where authors weave home languages into
English texts. For example, the word Roja in
Little Roja Riding Hood. Session includes
strategy demonstrations and student
examples. No need to be bilingual to attend. 

361 STEM + 1 Stirring Literacy into
Your Science Lessons

JENNA MERCURY                                             SCIENCE4US

LAURA KUPRES
K - 2

Just adding one more ingredient to your
science lesson will actually boost your
students’ learning: literacy! In this session,
you’ll learn specific examples of how you can
teach K-2 science using short stories, songs
and common core activities.

362 Picture Book Pizza Party

MAC BARNETT                                                                     
Elementary, Secondary

Let’s celebrate and contemplate
the picture book: beautiful,
exciting, too often unsung.
B.Y.O.P. (Bring your own pizza.)

(Repeats as Session 412)

363 Best Children’s Literature of the
Year for Grades K-4

JENNIFER MCINTYRE                        ONCE UPON A MIND

K - 6

Explore the best of this year’s recently
published books. Discover books that support
learning in all areas of the curriculum and
stories that you will be eager to share with
your students. Attendees will receive an
annotated list of books discussed. 

364 Learning through Meta Cognitive
and Mindset Strategies

KURK AEGERTER  ALBANY COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
LISA JOHNSON
All

The participants will learn to teach their
students to become better learners using
mindset and metacognitive strategies to improve
their comprehension across the curriculum. 

365 Blogging as Professional and
Student Portfolio

GEORGE COUROS                                                                
Elementary, Secondary

Blogging has become a tool that
is used often in the classroom,
but has also become a valuable
tool for educators to use in their

own professional learning. Aligning with
Teaching Standards, this session will show
you how to create a professional portfolio that
will be invaluable for sharing, connecting, and
reflecting on teaching practice.

366 Beyond Celebration;
Opportunities and Obligations:
Challenging Ourselves To
Empower Literate Learners

OLUGBEMISOLA RHUDAY-PERKOVICH                          
Elementary, Secondary

If reading is an act of expansion,
how can we show students more
than they already know? How can
we invite them to read the world

and build community? This talk will share
stories and strategies on the value of providing
mirrors and windows to readers and writers.
Attendees will have opportunities to share ideas
that value the unique and universal literacies and
stories in our world. (Repeats as Session 452)

367 Inventing Stories in a Social
Media World

DONNA COONER                COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

MS, HS

Award winning
author, Donna

Cooner, describes her process of
expanding the real details of her life

into a fictional story. Donna discusses the
challenges of obesity and self-image in the world
of social media. Using examples from personal
emails, tweets, and messages, she shares real
reader feedback about her books. She stresses the
importance of overcoming the self-critical voices
that keep writers and students from succeeding.
Donna enjoys participation and always leaves
time at the end for Q&As. 

368 Hitting the Mark: 
Making Instructional Decisions
That Match Your Readers

GRAVITY GOLDBERG                                                          
3 - 8

We want our teaching to be
targeted, to meet readers where
they currently are, and extend
their learning in just the right

amount. But that quest to be intentional can
send us into a tailspin of hunting and
gathering lessons and rubrics from here, there
and everywhere. This session will provide a
four-step process for making instructional
decisions for readers that allow your teaching
choices to be streamlined and still have a big
impact. You will hone your ability to notice the
types of thinking students tend to use as they
read and reflect on texts, and then teach into
these patterns to help readers grow. 

369 Digging Up Those Writers’ Roots

KATHLENN PELLEY                           
Pre K - 6

“As is a tale, so is life…” Seneca. Tapping into
her experience as a storyteller at an inner city
school for over twenty years, Kathleen explores
the five traits good stories and good lives share:
love, wonder, all-wellness, courage, and hope. 

370 Learning Transformed: 
8 Keys to Designing Tomorrow’s
Schools, Today

ERIC SHENINGER                                                                 
All

The current speed of technological
breakthroughs has led to the
coming age of workplace
automation, dramatically altering

the world of work that our students will enter.
With all that is known about how students
learn and the predictions regarding the world
that our students will face tomorrow, a one-
size-fits-all approach to teaching and learning
is educational malpractice. Built on the
foundation of leadership and school culture, a
redesigned learning experience fundamentally
shifts the teaching and learning paradigm to
one that’s personal. It alters the use of
authentic assessments, how technology is
leveraged, the spaces in which the learning
occurs, the way educators grow professionally,
how schools collaborate with the community,
and the sustainability of the system as a whole.
Eric will dissect this approach to unlocking
tomorrow’s schools so that today’s modern
learners leave ready to create new industries,
find new cures, and solve world problems.

372 Writing Books for Children:
Getting Started 

DENISE VEGA                                   
K - 5

Do you have interest in writing
stories for kids or teens? Join
award-winning author Denise
Vega for an introductory look at

the wide range of opportunities for writing for
children. Bring paper and pen/laptop for some
quick writing fun! (Repeats as Session 415)
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1-Hour Sessions
1:30 - 2:30

400 Classroom Coding – Literacy That
Goes To Infinity and Beyond

BRANDON PETERSEN                        
Computer Science is the talk of
the town and schools everywhere are
recognizing its importance in developing
career skills. Engage in hands on coding
activities that will enhance student
engagement and skyrocket success /
achievement in a literacy!

401 Unlocking the Mysterious English
Language – Phonics for All

BRIDGETTE GREENE                                                           
Pre K - 2

Phonics, phonics, phonics. Have you ever
wondered which phonics expectancies have the
most meaningful impact regardless of grade?
Well, this session will introduce the top 12
phonics expectancies to help your students
maximize their reading and writing. This
session will be fast paced and interactive. You
will leave with materials and ideas on how to
quickly infuse these phonics elements
naturally into your curriculum. Watch as your
students’ spelling and writing fluency
increases due to their knowledge of the
English language.

402 Hi/Lo Tech Tweeting Using
Twitter in Elementary Classrooms

LAURA KUPRES                      VOCABULARY SPELLING CITY

MARSHA GANZ
Pre K - 6

Elementary school presents opportunities to
foster 21st century literacies. In this session,
we will show you how to use Twitter inspired
bulletin boards and live class Twitter accounts
to expand students’ vocabularies and build
word consciousness. 

403 The Ten Step Story/Narrative

EUGENE GAGLIANO                                                            
3 - 6

The Ten Step Story/Narrative enables students
to focus their creative ideas to write a fictional
story, or a required narrative piece. 

404 Designing Solutions for
Instructional Coaching Glitches

HILARY HERRMANN                                                           

Collaborate with other coaches and educators
to collectively problem solve coaching issues
that you encounter in your work. Participants
will leave with solutions and a protocol for use
in designing future solutions

405 Colorado Children’s Book Award
Picture Books for 2018

SHERRIE DAVIDSON                                                    APS
K - 5

Colorado Children nominate ten picture
books each year and vote on them the next.
This session will address how educators can
use these picture books to thoroughly look at
the literary value and elements when they
share them with children.

406 Disciplinary Literacy in
Elementary Science 

REBECCA GRYSKO        UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

This session will examine the vital role of
literacy in science. The audience will be
provided with practical ideas for developing
students’ reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills in elementary science
classrooms. (Repeats as Session 473)

407 Literacy Online: Digital Badging
at History Colorado

MICHELLE PEARSON            ADAMS12 SCHOOL DISTRICT

LAURA DOUGLAS                       & MUSEUM EDUCATOR

3 - 6, Middle School, High School

Explore how engaging digital badging
activities from History Colorado online
exhibits support literacy instruction. The
exhibits represent themes that are taught in
multiple subject areas, and connect to national
and global standards. 

408 Linking Literature to Life

KATHLEEN PELLEY                            
“As is a tale, so is life…” Seneca.
Tapping into her experience as a storyteller at
an inner city school for over twenty years,
Kathleen explores the five traits good stories
and good lives share: love, wonder, all-wellness,
courage, and hope. 
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Educator 
Luncheon

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Kristine
Mraz  

Powerful Play: 
A Teacher’s Guide to 

Igniting Deep and Joyful
Learning Across the Day

Too often play is set in direct
opposition to work, when in reality,
play is the engine of learning for
children. This session will help
teachers reclaim a playful and joyful
spirit by teaching the myriad of ways
play can be used to facilitate social
emotional and academic growth.
This session will outline the ways
play can be infused within a day, as
well as the instructional strategies
teachers can utilize to support
children’s learning. Teachers will
learn how strategies like focused
lessons, conferring, small group play,
and whole class conversations can
build literacy skills, STEM skills, and
critical social emotional skills.
Charts and tools will be shared
alongside lessons that can be used in
classrooms. Teachers will see
demonstrations and photographs of
how a playful spirit can extend to
any teaching by utilizing student
interests, props, videos, and joy.

Presentation of Model Literacy Program
Award

Author 
Luncheon

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Ruta
Sepetys

The Power of Story to 
Create Pathways for Dialogue

Ruta Sepetys will present her novels
and writing process, the role of
history and story in fostering global
understanding, as well as the
importance of preserving your own
story.

Honoring CCIRA Past Presidents and
Presentation of Past Presidents’
Memorial Award

373 CCIR-Yay! Exhibit Hall

Renaissance
11:45 - 12:45 – Rocky Mountain Event Center

Come explore the Renaissance
happening in the Rocky Mountain
Event Center. We’ve re-imagined a more
interactive and hands-on experience for
educators. Mingle, browse, and learn
about new resources and innovations.
Lots of give-aways and door prizes, too!

Review luncheon

and session times ...

some overlap



409 Teaching Family Literacy

GARY JOHNSTON                                                                 
Pre K - 6

Let’s stop assigning reading homework for
children and start teaching family literacy
skills to parents. This session will show you
how, and the parents will love it! (Repeats as
Session 180)

410 Hacking the Affective Domain for
EASY Access to HARD Skills!

KATIE GARNER                                                                     
Pre K - 2

Hack into our brain’s hardwired
system for learning with tools for
targeting the affective “feeling”
domain, and take advantage of

invaluable learning loopholes, rooted in our
brain’s plasticity, that will leave you armed and
ready for Monday morning!

411 Literacy with Primary Sources

KILE CLABAUGH                               
KEITH PATTERSON
MS, HS

Teaching with Primary Sources at MSU Denver
will give literacy strategies using historical
primary sources from the Library of Congress.
(Repeats as Session 163)

412 Picture Book Pizza Party

MAC BARNETT                                                                     
Elementary, Secondary

Let’s celebrate and contemplate
the picture book: beautiful,
exciting, too often unsung.
B.Y.O.P. (Bring your own pizza.)

(Repeats as Session 362)

413 Transform Your Lesson Plans with
Blended Learning Strategies

CASSONDRA CORBIN-THADDIES            MCGRAW HILL

All

In this session teachers will participate in a
Blended Learning experience while discovering
how to utilize Blended Learning strategies to
create a transformed lesson plan. (Repeats as
Session 269, 453)
SPONSORED BY MCGRAW HILL

414 Author Visits A to Z

FLEUR BRADLEY                                                                   
All

Always wanted to bring an author to your
school? Find out how author visits bring
books to life, where to find authors (including
free Skype visits), creative funding ideas, and
how to prepare. Attendees will leave with an
author visit planning guide.

415 Writing Books for Children:
Getting Started 

DENISE VEGA                                   
K - 5

Do you have interest in writing
stories for kids or teens? Join
award-winning author Denise
Vega for an introductory look at

the wide range of opportunities for writing for
children. Bring paper and pen/laptop for some
quick writing fun! (Repeats as Session 372)
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BYOBFF
� We look forward to welcoming a wave of new attendees this year to share in the

fellowship of CCIRA! Do you know someone who ought to join in?

� Direct your friend or colleague to the scholarship link at ccira.org, where they can
fill out the application and share how conference attendance can be a benefit to
their classroom practice. Scholarships will be determined by applicant responses.

Questions? Please contact Sue Goodenow at smg970@gmail.com

Introduce a colleague to CCIRA
with a conference scholarship.



416 Teaching Morphological
Awareness – Why – When – How

KAREN LEOPOLD                                                                 
All

Morphology helps students spell, read, and
comprehend new words. CCSS includes the
teaching of morphology from K through HS.
This session provides various multisensory
techniques, activities, and mnemonic devices
that teachers can use with their students.          

417 Writing As A Process — 
Not A Product

TERRY HOIT                                    ACADEMY DISTRICT 20
DARLENE MCPHERSON
3 - 6

A blend of curiosity, practice and engagement
improves the writing craft. Learn tips for
teaching the writing process – from gathering
ideas to making drafts better! Motivate and
increase student writing, presented by the
authors of Write Now Right Now. 

418 iPad Apps to Create in Classroom
ALYSSA WISLER                                 
K - 6

Technology is an increasing presence in the
classroom. This session focuses on iPads and
how apps can be used to create and collaborate
in the classroom, whether it is 1 to 1 iPads or
enough for a small group. Bring an iPad to
share in the learning. (Repeats as Session 217)

419 Hands-on Strategies for
Increasing Reading Achievement

PATRICIA DAVIS                                                                   

This interactive session will focus on the five
research-based foundations of reading as
outlined by The National Reading Panel Report.
Learn how this research is integral to all reading
programs, no matter the program used.
Participants will engage in hands-on activities as
they explore the research and applications of
each foundation:  phonemic awareness, phonics,
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.  Come
prepared to make, take, and learn!                        

420 Schools That Foster Deeper
Student Learning and Engagement

SCOTT MCLEOD                               
We will examine and discuss
school and classroom models that enable
1) deeper student thinking, 2) student
empowerment, and 3) authentic, meaningful,
community-embedded work. Get concrete, inside
looks at amazing schools around the world!

2-Hour Workshops
2:45 - 4:45

421 Technology Invasion or Innovation?
A Project Based Inquiry

LISA HAGEN        CENTRAL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT, WA
MS, HS

Technology: once a friend, now a foe? This
PBL lesson sequence will launch through
“artifacts”, podcasts, articles, and Ted Talks an
inquiry for students into the evolving role of
technology in our lives as well as analyze the
architecture of the lesson.

422 “Now It’s Fun and I Kind of 
Like It!”

LINDA LEON
JANE ASKHAM                                                                       
K - 5

Looking for a way to instill the love of reading
in children? Learn how to play the fun,
effective, and interactive Kids Read© game and
share how this unique tool has been
incorporated in schools, libraries, and
community outreach.
(Repeats as Session 226)

423 Integrating Vocabulary in the
Reading and Writing Classroom

TAREN VILLECCO     BOULDER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MAIA JOURGENSEN
3 - 6

The ultimate goal of teaching vocabulary is
creating competent word learners. Come ready
to explore ways to authentically integrate
vocabulary instruction in the reading and
writing workshop so that students learn and
use new words everyday. 

424 Student Success in the Content
Classroom

COURTNEY BERRY                 LITTLETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

JEANNE BONDS
3 - 6, MS, HS

Success across the content areas depends on
differentiation in the classroom in order to
meet the literacy needs of diverse learners.
Participants will receive strategies around data
analysis, research-based practices, and
instructional design.

425 Blending Close Reading and
Visible Thinking Routines

AMY DOWELL                               JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PATRICIA JOHNSON
With so many instructional practices available
for teachers, it can be helpful to blend learning
and thinking routines in our classrooms so
that students can apply thinking skills
collaboratively, independently and
metacognitively. Interactive session. (Repeats
as Session 221)

426 Reinventing Vocabulary
Instruction for ELL’s

ELIZABETH SKELTON                                                          
K - 6, MS

Building academic vocabulary is essential for
helping ELLs achieve in grade level classes. This
interactive workshop is designed to provide
teachers with at least 10 practical, proven
strategies for increasing their active academic
vocabulary. (Repeats as Session 230, 304)

427 Speed-Dating with Colorado
Authors and Illustrators

RONDI FRIEDER                                
Pre K - 6, MS

You don’t have to live in New York or
Edinburgh to write for children. Many
children’s authors and illustrators live right
here in the Rocky Mountains. Join us for
rotating small group/round table adventures
with these literary rock stars!

428 Let Shakespeare Teach Your
Students

JOHN KISSINGFORD                                 OURAY SCHOOLS

MS, HS

Shakespeare’s actors didn’t rehearse. Day
players wouldn’t even  have heard the play
before performing it. How? Show your
students how his actors mined clues in the
text, and then let Shakespeare show your
students the life in his plays.

429 Balanced Literacy Reading
JILL CASAS                                              DOUGLAS COUNTY

JANET MERRILL

K - 6

In this session participants will have the
opportunity to explore 5 elements of balanced
literacy in reading. Participants will consider
how each of the elements fit together to
provide a literacy rich environment.

430 Invite Your Students to Play with
Revision

KAREN HARTMAN               
STEVI QUATE
All

Getting our students
to revise is often a struggle, but it
doesn’t have to be. Join us as we
do some writing and revising.

We’ll also do some thinking about revision as
invitations, experimentation, and playfulness. 

431 Dynamic Teaching for Deeper
Nonfiction Reading

VICKI VINTON                                                                      
3 - 5, MS, HS

According to Albert Einstein, “Any
fool can know. The point is to
understand,” and in this inter-
active workshop, Vicki Vinton will

share a variety of ways to help students read
nonfiction texts not just to learn and know
some facts, but to deeply understand the
implications of those facts and the larger ideas
they speak to. Along the way, you’ll develop a
better awareness of the problems and
challenges nonfiction texts pose for students,
and you’ll come away with a handful of
dynamic teaching moves that position students
to think critically, struggle productively and
develop growth mindsets as they read.

433 The Untapped Power of Inquiry in
Reading Classrooms

DOROTHY BARNHOUSE                                                     

Attempts to ensure that students
“get” the texts they read often
positions teachers of reading as
‘givers’ of knowledge and students

as ‘receivers’ of knowledge. Such instruction,
however, flies in the face of what we know
about the power of inquiry – and the power of
reading. Can we open reading instruction to be
more inquiry driven? Should we? This session
explores these questions and offers a few
significant shifts that allow students to refine
their understandings about how and why they
read and to construct deeper and more
authentic identities as readers.
(Repeats as Session 433)
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1-Hour Sessions
2:45 – 3:45

441 Timely, Meaningful Data to Drive
Just-in-Time Intervention

CHRIS GRAHAM                                        JEFFCO SCHOOLS

ALYSON HERSHELMAN
ASHLEY KELLEY
MS

Analyzing timely and meaningful data is
essential to designing and implementing “just-
in-time” interventions as part of the PLC cycle.
We will share some of the ways we have
streamlined the processes in middle school
language arts classrooms. 

442 Focus Intentions on Foundation
Skills Research/Practice

BEV ANDREWS                                                                     
Pre K -2

Come discuss and review key research
identifying effective instructional strategies  to
support your students’ mastery of the
foundational skills—the building blocks for
reading proficiency. Leave with take-away
charts and templates for your classroom!

443 Story Time From Space – Literacy
and STEM from Earth’s Orbit

JEFFREY BENNETT                                                               
K - 6, MS

Story Time From Space is an exciting new
program in which astronauts aboard the
International Space Station read science-based
stories to the children of Earth. Learn about
the program and how you can use it in your
classroom. (Repeats as Session 210)

444 Using Digital Storytelling to
Improve Literacy

ELIZABETH YARNELL                                                          
All

Reach more learners and expand student
engagement by utilizing the art, technology,
and excitement of moviemaking as a vehicle to
increase literacy. The modern digital
storytelling process encompasses research,
planning, writing, editing and presenting.
(Repeats as Session 357)

445 Using Author’s Revision
Strategies in the Classroom

HEATHER PREUSSER               PROSPECT RIDGE ACADEMY

                                                                    CHARTER SCHOOLAll

Using Kate Messner’s Real Revision: Authors’
Strategies to Share with Student Writers, Heather
will introduce techniques she used when
revising her picture book, A Symphony of
Cowbells. Participants will leave with resources
to inform revision. (Repeats as Session 161)

446 Using Physical Activity to
Improve Students Achievement

AARON GEFFRE                                                                    
All

Recent brain research shows a clear link between
physical activity and academic achievement.
Leave with easy-to-use ideas for brain breaks,
integrating movement into core content, and
keeping students moving throughout the school
day. (Repeats as Session 176)

447 Writer’s Workshop: 
Lessons Learned from a Day in
the Life of a Professional Writer

MELANIE CROWDER                         
Secondary

Whenever an author visits a
classroom, one of the first
questions she fields is: What’s it
like being an author? Do you

struggle to be productive? Do you have crises of
confidence? Do you work really hard, only to
scrap everything you’ve written that day? The
answer is yes, to all three. However, professional
writers learn to work with, around, and
through the obstacles, and your students can,
too! In this session, award-winning author
Melanie Crowder will share ideas, anecdotes,
and inspiration with attendees to transform
their writer’s workshop into a thriving hub of
creativity and productivity. 

448 An Application in Shakespeare:
An integration through Plays

ASHLEY ROUSSEAU                                      LCSD#2, WY
All

Shakespeare is a heavy name and to describe
the magnitude of who and what he is you
must begin to apply him earlier. This project
will include a unit plan and play to be used to
introduce Shakespeare to younger audiences—
exploration of  content and play.                         

449 Conferring with Confidence

AIMEE BUCKNER                                                                  
All elementary ages, Instructional Coaches,
Interventionists, New Teachers

Conferring is the heart of the writ-
ing workshop. It's where we, the
teachers, are at our best or are we?
Too many times when conferring

with writers, teachers freeze up when it comes
to teaching something specific in that mo-
ment. The best way to get beyond this is to de-
velop an arsenol of strategies to improve
writing and learn how to layer the strategy so it
can be applied to every level writer. In this ses-
sion, participants will learn a variety of strate-
gies that are layered to meet the needs of the
variety of student writers we meet. Participants
will learn how to turn their advice to improve
writing into workable strategies that students
can use over and over again. Upon leaving this
session, teachers will have not only a collection
of teaching points and ideas of how and when
to use them, but they'll learn strategies for de-
veloping their own teaching points to be used
in small groups and conferences.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

450 Passionate Readers –
The Art of Reaching and
Engaging Every Child

PERNILLE RIPP                         OREGON SCHOOL DISTRICT

With 28% of adults reporting that
they have not read a book in the
last 12 months, we are facing a
mounting reading crisis. So what

can we, as the educators who teach this future
generation of readers, do to create more
engaging reading experiences? Focusing on
teacher reading identity, classroom
environment and library, as well as student
reading identity, this is a keynote sure to
inspire. From re-thinking major literacy
decisions, to all of the small decisions we make
daily; this is meant to be a practical
presentation that will offer up ideas to be
implemented the very next day.

451 Creating Schools That Work For
Kids

ERIC SHENINGER                                                                 
All

Schools have traditionally been
designed to work well for adults,
but the conventional school design
hasn’t always served our learners.

Students today need to be empowered to take
ownership of their learning in relevant and
meaningful ways to prepare them for a
constantly evolving world. This session will
explore how to cultivate shared ownership,
respect, and trust, creating a school learning
culture that students value and to which they
want to belong in the digital age. Attendees will
be exposed to a variety of successful strategies
and initiatives implemented at schools with a
focus on the purposeful integration of
technology, a redefinition of learning spaces,
personalized learning, and the whole child.

452 Beyond Celebration;
Opportunities and Obligations:
Challenging Ourselves To
Empower Literate Learners

OLUGBEMISOLA RHUDAY-PERKOVICH                          
Elementary, Secondary

If reading is an act of expansion,
how can we show students more
than they already know? How can
we invite them to read the world

and build community? This talk will share
stories and strategies on the value of providing
mirrors and windows to readers and writers.
Attendees will have opportunities to share ideas
that value the unique and universal literacies and
stories in our world. (Repeats as Session 366)

453 Transform Your Lesson Plans with
Blended Learning Strategies

CASSONDRA CORBIN-THADDIES
All

In this session teachers will participate in a
Blended Learning experience while discovering
how to utilize Blended Learning strategies to
create a transformed lesson plan. (Repeats as
Session 269, 413)
SPONSORED BY MCGRAW HILL
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1-Hour Sessions
4:00 – 5:00

461 Twitter with Training Wheels

JENNA MERCURY                                            SCIENCE4US

MARIA LOWENSTEIN
All

Twitter is not just for Millennials! Join us as
we walk you through the basics of using
Twitter for PD or fun! This session includes
information about account basics: from setup
and hashtags to edchats and who’s who to
follow and much more!

462 Setting the Stage for Reading
Success

LYNNE FITZHUGH          COLORADO COLLEGE/COLORADO

                                               LITERACY & LEARNING CENTER

Pre K - 5

95% of all children will succeed academically if
we can teach them to read by third grade. Join
us in an interactive session to learn skills and
techniques identified by experts as the biggest
predictors of reading success!

463 Max Goes to Jupiter —
Combining Science and Literacy

JEFFREY BENNETT                                                               
K - 6

CCIRA 2018 coincides with the new edition of
Max Goes to Jupiter. Learn from the author how
to use this and other Max Science Adventure
books — all read from the International Space
Station — to achieve class goals in both literacy
and science. 

464 Tech It Up a Notch: Engaging
Executive Function in Literacy

BARBARA GRINDLE                                                             
All

Engaging Executive Brain Function is
necessary, but often difficult in reading and
writing. Learn how to leverage devices,
applications, programs, robotics, augmented
and virtual reality, and professional networks
to help you maximize your effectiveness.
(Repeats as Session 322)

465 The Ten Step Story/Narrative

EUGENE GALIANO                                                               
3 - 6

The Ten Step Story/Narrative enables students
to focus their creative ideas to write a fictional
story, or a required narrative piece. (Repeats as
Session 169)

466 Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding
Glass Doors: Pursuit of Equity

AMEILA VAN NAME LARSON   AMERICAN READING CO.
All

Students’ literacy experiences help shape what
they imagine to be possible, enhance their
understanding of self and others, and support
social-emotional learning. Join us for practical
tips on how mirrors & windows of reading
open the world for children. (Repeats as
Session 171)

467 Literacy Leadership

MARCY ROAN                       GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOLS

K - 6, MS

Come learn how to structure and support
literacy learning in your school. This session
will cover developing school wide processes
and structures that create a Renaissance of
literacy learning for students and teachers!
(Repeats as Session 214)

469 Making Data Actually Useful

SARAH MCFADDEN                  DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

3 - 6, MS, HS

Are you tired of data? After all, our students
are more than just numbers. This presentation
will overview integrating data cycles into
literacy instruction and specific tools you can
use to track your student’s progress. Come see
how easy data can be! (Repeats as Session 323)

470 Comprehension Strategies to
Access Content

RACHEL BROWN                                    DOUGLAS COUNTY

KARI WERDER

MS, HS

Participants will have the opportunity to
explore a variety of comprehension strategies
to use in the secondary classroom. (Repeats as
Session 103)

471 Meet the Author: Denise Vega

DENISE VEGA                                   
K - 5

Join award-winning author Denise
Vega on her journey writing for
toddlers through teens. She will
also provide an inside look into

how she incorporates feedback when revising
her picture books and novels.

472 Shared and Guided Reading:
Early Instruction That Matters

DEBRA CROUCH                                          MCGRAW HILL

K - 5

What are possibilities for early learners within
shared and guided reading? We explore videos
of lessons to study the effect of multiple
readings of meaningful texts as we engage
students in conversations around big ideas,
skills, and strategies.

473 Disciplinary Literacy in
Elementary Science 

REBECA GRYSKO           UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

K - 6

This session will examine the vital role of
literacy in science. The audience will be
provided with practical ideas for developing
students’ reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills in elementary science
classrooms. (Repeats as Session 406)
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Friday Evening
Keynote Address

5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

Eric Sheninger
Inspiring Students: 
Bringing Awe Back

to Learning

Awe is a huge component of life—it’s
hardwired in our brains. When we
experience the sensation of awe, we are
consumed by wonder, relevancy,
emotion, engagement, inspiration, and
real-world connections. Awe is a
driving force for learning that will not
just benefit our students now, but also
well into their future. However,
traditional views and functions of
school deprives many students from
experiencing the joy and power of awe
as a catalyst for meaningful learning.
During this keynote, Eric will share
innovative, research-based practices
that you can implement to bring back
a sense of awe to learning.

Enjoy a cash bar with
your CCIRA colleagues!

474 CCIR-Yay! Exhibit Hall

Renaissance
4:00 - 5:00 – Rocky Mountain Event Center

Come explore the Renaissance
happening in the Rocky Mountain
Event Center. We’ve re-imagined a more
interactive and hands-on experience for
educators. Mingle, browse, and learn
about new resources and innovations.
Lots of give-aways and door prizes, too!



1-Hour Sessions
9:00 – 10:00

501 Next Level Blending: Merging
Creative Projects and Tech

CHRIS MIZEUR                                                DALLAS ISD
JO ROHDE
HS

Our session is about creating projects to assess
and strengthen a student’s knowledge. We will
promote using tech with a variety of projects
for the students to create. We will walk
teachers through these projects, show models,
give copies, and rubrics.

502 Peace, Joy, and BOOKS!

MARIA WALTHER             INDIAN PRAIRIE DISTRICT #204, 
                                                                              AURORA, IL
K - 6, MS

Together, we’ll take a peek into
primary, intermediate, and
middle-school classrooms to
discover intentional ways to foster

literate citizenship. Then, I’ll share ten
different techniques to promote books along
with the joy and power of reading. Leave this
session with practical ideas to engage even
your most reluctant and vulnerable readers.

507 Morning Writing Warm-Up!

LINDA URBAN                                   
All

It's so rare that teachers get the
opportunity to write for fun and
for exploration. Let's change that!
In this session, writer Linda Urban

will explore the value of writer's notebooks for
teachers as well as for students and will lead us
through a series of prompts and exercises that
we can use to warm up our own writing -- and
take to the classroom as well.

2-Hour Workshop
9:00 – 11:00

504 Building Intellectually, Socially
and Emotionally Healthy
Learning Communities

PETER JOHNSTON                                                                
Pre K - 6

While we teach towards academic
standards, children are becoming
human beings with emotional and
relational lives. Happily, teaching

toward social and emotional wellbeing is the
foundation for accelerating intellectual
development.
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS
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Exhibit Hall
Trade and Professional Book
Sales and Vendor Exhibits
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Author Book Sales 
& Autographing
NEAR THE ATRIUM
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Saturday Morning 
General Session

7:30 - 8:45 a.m. 

Peter Johnston
What Do We Think We’re

Doing — and Why?

What we think we’re doing as
educators changes how we organize
classrooms, plan instruction, and
interact with children and colleagues.
So does how we think about students
and their behaviors. 
SPONSORED BY STENHOUSE PUBLISHERS

Presentation of Thelma Pett Award

Teaching with Primary Sources
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) at MSU Denver will host 
an interactive institute focusing on integrating primary sources and
historical thinking into literacy activities for all grade and skill levels.
These strategies will help improve student’s critical thinking and
analysis skills, stress the importance of recognizing perspective 

and bias, and engage all types of learners.

To attend this institute, conference attendees must 
register for the full conference and for the Saturday luncheon. 

Participants will be reimbursed after the institute 
with a $160 stipend to use towards conference fees. 

BE SURE TO REGISTER EARLY!
Please look for “check box” on the registration form 
for session sign-ups under Saturday 8:00-12:00

Saturday

#ccira18



505 Coaching Entry Points: 
How to Use What Teachers Know
to Help Them Grow

SAMANTHA BENNETT                                                        
Administrators, Instructional Coaches

Do you feel apprehensive when
you start PD with a new group or,
is it time for you to deepen or
rebuild relationships? Join Sam as

she shares strategies to get to know teachers
deeply, and use that information to design
NEXT experiences that help teachers grow. 

3-Hour Institute
9:00 – 12:00

511 Disrupting Thinking: Why How

We Read Matters

KYLENE BEERS
BOB PROBST                                                            
All

Why does how we read matter?
According to Kylene Beers and
Bob Probst, "We need to recognize
that reading ought to change us.

Reading ought lead to thinking that is
disrupting, that shakes us up, that makes us
wonder, that challenges us. Such thinking sets
us on a path to change, if not the world, then
at least ourselves." Join Kylene and Bob for an
interactive exploration of the mindset and
skills that empower students (and adults) to be
the engaged, responsive readers a democracy
requires.
SPONSORED BY SCHOLASTIC

1-Hour Sessions
10:10 – 11:10

521 The Ramped-Up Read Aloud:
Sparking Comprehension and
Fueling Writers

MARIA WALTHER             INDIAN PRAIRIE DISTRICT #204,
                                                                             AURORA, IL
K - 2

Harness the power of the
interactive read aloud! In this
session, Maria will share a wealth
of kid-appealing picture books

coupled with tips for meaningful collaborative
conversations that will spark high-level
comprehension and joyful writing experiences.

522 What Is the Impact? 
Distilling Your Project Idea

RUTA SEPETYS                                                                      

How does someone determine the
potential impact of a project? It
starts with coming up with a
meaningful, one-sentence 

description, creating three
message/impact points that tell

the story suscinctly and with power. The
session includes training tips for conveying
impactful information to the media.

1-Hour Sessions
11:20 – 12:20

531 Delving Into Character
Development

OLUGBEMISOLA RHUDAY-PERKOVICH                          
All

Join the author of 8th Grade
Superzero and Two Naomis for a
Saturday morning writing
workshop exploring simple 

strategies to create complex
characters.
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Author 
Luncheon

12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 

Linda
Urban   

Your Secret Heart — 
Joy, Fear, and the Hard Work

of Reaching Your Goals

Author Linda Urban tells us all
about her writer's journey -- from
the fearless writing of childhood to
the moment in her early teens when
a harsh word from a peer led her to
put aside the risk of putting her
heart on the page, to her cautious
reentry to the world of writing
twenty years later.
Presentation of Colorado Young Writers’
Award
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Mac Barnett

Mac Barnett is a New York
Times-bestselling author
whose books for children
have sold more than one
million copies in the United
States and have been
translated into over 30
languages. His picture books
include two Caldecott-Honor-

winning collaborations with Jon Klassen: Sam
& Dave Dig a Hole, which also won the E.B
White Read-Aloud Award, and Extra Yarn,
which won both the Boston Globe-Horn Book
Award and the E.B. White Read-Aloud Award.
Mac’s novels include the Brixton Brothers
mysteries and The Terrible Two series.

Dorothy Barnhouse

Dorothy Barnhouse is a
literacy consultant and
instructional coach with
experience working in
elementary, middle and high
schools in New York City and
across the U.S. She recently
completed a two-year
residency at the American

School of Bombay, where she provided reading
and writing support for content-area teachers
in Grades 6-12. She is a regular presenter at
national literacy conferences and is the author
of Readers Front and Center: Helping All Students
Engage with Complex Texts (Stenhouse 2014) and
co-author of What Readers Really Do: Teaching the
Process of Meaning Making (Heinemann 2012).

Kylene Beers (Saturday Institute)

Kylene Beers, Ed.D., is a
former middle school teacher
who has turned her
commitment to adolescent
literacy and struggling readers
into the major focus of her
research, writing, speaking,
and teaching. She is author of
the best-selling When Kids

Can’t Read/What Teachers Can Do, co-editor (with
Bob Probst and Linda Rief) of Adolescent
Literacy: Turning Promise into Practice, and co-
author (with Bob Probst) of Notice and Note:
Strategies for Close Reading and Reading Nonfiction,
Notice & Note Stances, Signposts, and Strategies. She
taught in the College of Education at the
University of Houston, served as Senior Reading
Researcher at the Comer School Development
Program at Yale University, and most recently
acted as the Senior Reading Advisor to
Secondary Schools for the Reading and Writing
Project at Teachers College.

Kylene is now a consultant to schools,
nationally and internationally, focusing on
literacy improvement. Her latest book with co-
author Bob Probst is Disrupting Reading: Why
How We Read Matters.

Samantha Bennett

Samantha Bennett works as a
k-16 instructional coach,
education consultant and
author to help ensure school
professionals engage—to fill
schools with meaningful
learning, connection,
laughter, and lots of joy. 

Kelly Bergman

Kelly Bergman is a master of
classroom organization and
management. In her 25 years
as a teacher, teacher mentor,
assistant principal, principal,
principal mentor, and
university instructor, she has
become known as a sense-
maker, a person who can help

educators simplify the teaching process in
order to meet high accountability standards
and still enjoy this incredible profession. Kelly
is the author of two professional resources for
educators; her most recent is a professional
development video and guide on 4 Keys to
Successful Classroom Management (Scholastic,
2013).

Aimee Buckner

Aimee Buckner was a
classroom teacher for twenty
years and served as founder
and director of the Gwinnett
County Writing Institute K-
12 for twelve years in
Gwinnett County, Georgia.
Aimee is now a full time
author and consultant. She is

the author of Notebook Know-How: Strategies for
the Writer’s Notebook; Notebook Connections:
Strategies for Writing About Reading; and Non-
Fiction Notebooks. She has teaching videos with
Stenhouse Publishers and on the website
choicelitearcy.com. She currently works as an
international consultant conducting
everything from one day workshops to small
study groups with monthly coaching and
demonstration lessons focusing on reading
and writing workshops.

Bruce Cameron

W. Bruce Cameron is a
Benchley Award winner for
humor and was the 2012
NSNC Newspaper Columnist
of the Year. He has written
for TV (8 Simple Rules, based
on his book) and co-wrote
the feature film Muffin Top,
which was released in

November 2014. He also produced and co-
wrote the feature film Cook Off!, slated for
release November 2017. His novel A Dog’s
Purpose spent 70 weeks on the New York Times

bestseller list, including five weeks at #1. The
Amblin Entertainment / Walden Media
production of A Dog’s Purpose, starring Dennis
Quaid and Britt Robertson, was released by
Universal on January 27, 2017, and has thus
far grossed $180 million worldwide. Cameron
and his writing partner, Cathryn Michon, were
screenwriters on the film. The sequel, A Dog’s
Journey, was published May 6, 2012, and was
instantly a New York Times bestseller.
Cameron has been a guest on Good Morning
America, Fox & Friends, The Today Show, Oprah,
Anderson Cooper, and CBS This Morning. His
May 2017 novel, A Dog’s Way Home, was also a
New York Times bestseller.

Donna Cooner

Donna Cooner is an author,
blogger, speaker, and teacher
currently living in Fort
Collins, Colorado. A former
teacher and school
administrator, she is a
professor of Education at
Colorado State University.
Skinny (Scholastic/Egmont

UK), her debut novel, was selected as one of
five BEA Young Adult “buzz-worthy books of
2012.” Her newest book, Worthy, released in
April.

George Couros 

George Couros is a leading
educator in the area of
innovative leadership,
teaching, and learning. He
has worked with all levels of
school, from K-12 as a
teacher, technology
facilitator, and school and
district administrator, and is

the author of the book, The Innovator’s Mindset;
Empower Learning, Unleash Talent, and Lead a
Culture of Creativity. He is a sought after
speaker on the topic of innovative student
learning and engagement and has worked with
schools and organizations around the globe.
George is also the creator of Connected
Principals.com, an initiative that brings
educators and leaders together from around
the world to create powerful learning
opportunities for students.  
Although George is a leader in the area of
innovation, his focus is always on the
development of leadership and people and
what is best for learners. His belief that
meaningful change happens when you first
connect to people’s hearts, is modelled in his
writing and speaking. You can connect with
George on his blog, The Principal of Change
(georgecouros.ca) or through Twitter
@gcouros. 
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Melanie Crowder

Melanie Crowder is the
author of several books for
children and young adults:
National Jewish Book Award
finalist and ILA Notable
Book for a Global Society
Audacity, as well as Junior
Library Guild selection An
Uninterrupted View of the Sky,

Global Read Aloud contender Three Pennies,
Bank Street Best Book of the Year A Nearer
Moon, and Parents’ Choice Award Silver
medalist Parched. She holds an MFA in Writing
from Vermont College of Fine Arts. Melanie
lives with her family on Colorado’s Front
Range where she has worked as an educator
for more than a decade. 

Harvey “Smokey” Daniels 
(special Wednesday evening session)

Harvey "Smokey" Daniels
has been a city and suburban
classroom teacher and a
college professor, and now
works as a national
consultant and author on
literacy education. In
language arts, Smokey is
known for his pioneering

work on student book clubs, as recounted in
Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in Book Clubs
and Reading Groups, and Minilessons for Literature
Circles. 

His latest bestselling books on content-area
literacy are The Curious Classroom;
Comprehension & Collaboration, Second Edition;
Upstanders; Subjects Matter, Second Edition; the
Texts and Lessons series; and Content-Area
Writing. He is also coauthor of Best Practice,
Fourth Edition, and The Best Practice Video
Companion as well as editor of Comprehension
Going Forward.

Smokey works with elementary and secondary
teachers throughout the United States, and
Canada, offering demonstration lessons,
workshops, and consulting, with a special
focus on creating, sustaining, and renewing
student-centered inquiries and discussions of
all kinds. Smokey shows colleagues how to
simultaneously build students' reading
strategies, balance their reading diets, and
strengthen the social skills they need to
become genuine lifelong researchers.

Connect with Smokey @smokeylit.

Ralph Fletcher 
(Thursday morning keynote)

Ralph Fletcher has been a
mentor to teachers and
young writers everywhere. He
frequently works with young
writers in schools, and speaks
at education conferences in
the US and abroad, helping
teachers find wiser ways of
teaching writing. Ralph is the

author of many bestselling teacher
professional books including Writing Workshop:

The Essential Guide; Craft Lessons; What a Writer
Needs, 2nd edition; and Boy Writers: Reclaiming
Their Voices. His most recent professional books
include Joy Write: Cultivating High-Impact Low-
Stakes Writing and The Writing Teacher’s
Companion: Embracing Choice, Voice, Purpose and
Play.

Katie Garner

Katie Garner, M.Ed. (author
of the best-selling book,
Secret Stories® Cracking the
Reading Code with the Brain in
Mind!) is an internationally
known  speaker, author and
literacy consultant with
twenty five years of
experience in elementary

grade classrooms, and a passion for infusing
neuroscience into literacy and learning. Her
“backdoor-to-the-brain” approach to phonics
skill acquisition via the affective (social
emotional/feeling) domain shifts the
paradigms associated with traditional literacy
skill instruction, and has gained national
recognition with the No Child Left Behind,
Reading First, and RTI Initiatives. As a keynote
and featured speaker at educational
conferences across the United States and
abroad— including an ongoing keynote series
at the Vulnerable Readers Summits with
North American literacy leaders, Dr. Richard
Allington (What Really Matters for Struggling
Readers) and Dr. Anne Cunningham (The
National Early Literacy Panel “NELP” Report)—
Katie shares “brain-changing” strategies for
boosting existing, reading curriculum and
phonics instruction with the latest neural
research showing how our brains learn best.
Her practical and proven methods for bringing
neuroscience into the forefront of literacy
learning have been shared in both lecture and
panel discussions at Harvard University and
MIT as part of the Learning and the Brain
Conference and Research Consortium, and are
the subject of an upcoming, professional
development book series. 

Gravity Goldberg

Dr. Gravity Goldberg is an
educational consultant and
author who partners with
districts to support
meaningful learning
opportunities for teachers
and students. She specializes
in student-centered literacy
practices, building

independence, and instructional decision-
making. Gravity’s work ranges from
demonstrating lessons and leading workshops
to developing curriculum and customizing
professional development programs. She is
author of Mindsets and Moves: Strategies That
Help Readers Take Charge (Corwin, 2015) and
co-author of the What Do I Teach Readers
Tomorrow? series (Corwin, 2017) and Conferring
With Readers: Supporting Each Student’s Growth
and Independence (Heinemann, 2007).

Bridget Heos

Bridget Heos is the author of
the Mustache Baby series,
along with more than 100
other fiction and nonfiction
books for kids. She lives in
Kansas City with her family
and visits schools around the
country to get kids excited
about reading, researching,
and writing.

Troy Hicks 
(Thursday evening keynote)

Dr. Troy Hicks is a professor
of English and education at
Central Michigan University
and focuses his work on the
teaching of writing, the
intersections of literacy and
technology, and, more
broadly, teacher education
and professional

development. A former middle school teacher,
he collaborates with K–12 colleagues and
explores how they implement newer literacies
in their classrooms. Hicks directs CMU’s
Chippewa River Writing Project, a site of the
National Writing Project, and he frequently
conducts professional development workshops
related to writing and technology.
Also, Hicks is author of the Heinemann titles
Crafting Digital Writing (2013) and The Digital
Writing Workshop (2009) as well as a co-author
of Because Digital Writing Matters (Jossey-Bass,
2010), Create, Compose, Connect! (Routledge/Eye
on Education, 2014), Connected Reading (NCTE,
2015), Research Writing Rewired (Corwin Literacy,
2015), Coaching Teacher-Writers (Teachers College
Press, 2016), Argument in the Real World
(Heinemann, 2017), and From Texting to Teaching
(Routledge/Eye on Education, 2017). His
edited collection, Assessing Students’ Digital
Writing (Teachers College Press, 2015) features
the work of seven National Writing Project
teachers. Hicks has authored or co-authored
over 30 journal articles and book chapters and
blogs regularly at hickstro.org.
In March 2011, Hicks was honored with
CMU’s Provost’s Award for junior faculty who
demonstrate outstanding achievement in
research and creative activity and, in 2014, he
was honored with the Conference on English
Education’s Richard A. Meade Award for
scholarship in English Education.
He can be followed on Twitter: @hickstro

Peter Johnston 
(Saturday morning keynote)

Peter Johnston is Professor
Emeritus at the University at
Albany. His current research
explores links among
classroom talk, reading
engagement, and children’s
social, emotional and literate
development. Recognition
for his work includes the

Albert J. Harris Award from the International
Literacy Association, and the State University
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of New York, Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence in Research. Most recently, the
Literacy Research Association honored him
with the P. David Pearson Scholarly Influence
Award, citing his book Choice Words as having
“demonstrably and positively influenced
literacy teaching in classrooms and districts
nationally.” He is a member of the Reading
Hall of Fame.

Brian Kissel

Brian Kissel, an educator for
over 20 years, is a professor of
Literacy and Elementary
Education at the University
of North Carolina at
Charlotte. A former
elementary school teacher
and literacy coach, Brian
teaches courses, conducts

research, and provides professional
development in writing instruction, digital
literacy, and literacy development and
instruction. Brian is the author of When Writers
Drive the Workshop, published by Stenhouse.

Kristine Mraz 
(Friday Educator Luncheon)

Kristine Mraz is coauthor—
with Alison Porceli and
Cheryl Tyler—of the new
Purposeful Play, the book that
helps you make play a
powerful part of your
teaching. Her previous title is
the bestselling A Mindset for
Learning (coauthored with

Christine Hertz), which provides practical and
powerful strategies for cultivating optimism,
flexibility, and empathy alongside traditional
academic skills. She is also coauthor—with
Marjorie Martinelli—of Smarter Charts and
Smarter Charts for Math, Science, and Social
Studies. 

Kristi formerly taught grades kindergarten
through fifth grade and is currently an
instructional coach in a New York City school.
In addition to writing and teaching, she
consults in schools across the country and as
far away as Taiwan. She primarily supports
teachers in early literacy, play, and inquiry based
learning. On the off chance she has free time,
you’ll find Kristi snuggling her new baby (or
trying to sneak in a shower). You can follow all
of her adventures on twitter @MrazKristine or
on her blog kinderconfidential.wordpress.com.

Mark Overmeyer

Mark Overmeyer has worked
for over 30 years in the field
of education as a teacher,
literacy coordinator, coach,
writer and consultant. He
currently works around the
US and overseas to support
K-12 school systems as they
implement workshop models

and build capacity for teacher leadership.

Bob Probst (Saturday Institute)

Robert (Bob) Probst is the
author of Response and
Analysis, he is coeditor (with
Kylene Beers and Linda Rief )
of Adolescent Literacy: Turning
Promise into Practice, and
coauthor (with Kylene Beers)
of Notice and Note: Strategies for
Close Reading, and Reading

Nonfiction, Notice & Note Stances, Signposts, and
Strategies all published by Heinemann. Bob has
also published over one hundred articles,
chapters, and monographs in national and
international publications.

Bob began his teaching career as high school
English teacher and then became a supervisor
of English for a large district in Maryland. He
spent most of his academic career at Georgia
State University where he is now Professor
Emeritus of English Education. After retiring
from Georgia State University, he served as a
research fellow for Florida International
University. Bob is now a consultant to schools,
nationally and internationally, focusing on
literacy improvement. His latest book with co-
author Kylene Beers is Disrupting Reading: Why
How We Read Matters.

Meenoo Rami 
(Friday morning keynote)

Meenoo Rami, author of
Thrive, is a national board
certified teacher who taught
students English in
Philadelphia for ten years, at
the Science Leadership
Academy and in other public
schools in the city. The
founder of #engchat, an

international Twitter chat for English teachers,
Meenoo is a teacher-consultant for the
National Writing Project and an instructor in
Arcadia University’s Connected Learning
Certificate Program. Meenoo has also served as
a teaching fellow with the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, where she led the portfolio
to help teachers refine their practice through
collaboration. Currently, Meenoo works as
Manager for Minecraft Education at Microsoft
where she helps educators, districts, and
organizations reimagine game-based learning
for classroom practice.

Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich

Olugbemisola Rhuday-
Perkovich is the author of 8th
Grade Superzero, which was
named a Notable Book for A
Global Society, and Notable
Social Studies Trade Book for
Young People. She is the co-
author of the middle-grade
novels Two Naomis, which was

nominated for an NAACP Image Award, and
the forthcoming Naomis Too. Olugbemisola has
contributed to several anthologies, including
Open Mic: Riffs on Life Between Cultures in Ten
Voices, Imagine It Better: Visions of What School
Might Be, and The Journey Is Everything: Teaching

Essays That Students Want to Write for People Who
Want to Read Them. 
She is a member of The Brown Bookshelf and
on the Advisory Board of We Need Diverse
Books. Olugbemisola holds an MA in
education, and writes frequently on education
and parenting topics. She lives with her family
in NYC, where she writes, makes things, and
needs to get more sleep. Visit her online at
olugbemisolabooks.com

Pernille Ripp

Since Pernille Ripp was a child
growing up in Denmark, she
knew she wanted to work with
and inspire kids. She began
her journey in education as a
math resource teacher, then
transitioned into the
classroom as a 4th and 5th
grade teacher, and has now

found her home as a 7th grade English teacher
in Oregon, Wisconsin. Pernille is also a speaker,
author, blogger, mom, and passionate advocate
for education. She’s an award-winning expert in
literacy and technology integration, and
dedicates her life efforts to uplifting engaged
and empowered students. She is also the
founder of The Global Read Aloud that has
connected more than 2 million students in 60
countries. Pernille’s books and blogs are sources
of tremendous inspiration and insight for
teachers, parents, and educators around the
world with her newest book, Passionate Readers—
The Art of Reaching and Engaging Every Child,
coming out this summer. She believes in having
the courage to change and even break the rules
for the good of kids and education. There is no
place she would rather be every day than in the
classroom, teaching her awesome students.

Kate Roberts 
(Thursday Educator Luncheon)

Kate Roberts is a national
literacy consultant, top-
selling author, and popular
keynote speaker. She taught
reading and writing in
Brooklyn, NY and worked as
a literacy coach before
joining the Teachers College
Reading and Writing Project

in 2005, where she worked as a Lead Staff
Developer for 11 years. Kate is the co-author
(with Christopher Lehman) of the popular
Falling in Love with Close Reading, and of DIY
Literacy (with Maggie Beattie Roberts), along
with two Heinemann Unit of Study books on
Literary Essay. Her work with students across
the country has led to her belief that all kids
can be insightful, academic thinkers when the
work is demystified, broken down and made
engaging. To this end, Kate has worked
nationally and internationally to help teachers,
schools, and districts develop and implement
strong teaching practices and curriculum. Her
blog, indent, is a touchstone for hundreds of
teachers and she uses social media, particularly
Twitter (@teachkate), to help build community
and solve problems among her educator peers.
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Maggie Beattie Roberts 
(Thursday Educator Luncheon)

Maggie Beattie Roberts is an
internationally recognized
expert in elementary and
secondary literacy, content
area literacy, and digital and
media literacy. Maggie began
her teaching career in the
heart of Chicago and then
pursued graduate studies as a

Literacy Specialist at Teachers College,
Columbia University. She worked as a staff
developer for the Teachers College Reading
and Writing Project for nearly ten years, where
she led research and development in digital
and media literacy, as well as differentiated
methods of teaching. Maggie is currently a
national literacy consultant, author and
frequent presenter at state and national
conferences. She is committed to helping
teachers tap into the power of their own deep
engagement in reading and writing, and leads
school-wide staff development around the
country. She is co-author of the popular new
book, DIY Literacy: Teaching Tools for
Differentiation, Rigor, and Independence (with
Kate Roberts), and authored several
Heinemann TCRWP Unit of Study books on
the teaching of writing. Her latest article,
“Thinking While Reading: The Beautiful Mess
of Helping Adolescents Learn and Celebrate
How Their Minds Work” (co-authored with
Kristen Robbins Warren), is featured in the
December 2016 issue of Voices from the Middle.
You can learn more about Maggie’s work, as
well as access videos and other resources, at
kateandmaggie.com.

John Schumacher    

John Schumacher (AKA Mr.
Schu) is a blogger, a part-
time lecturer at Rutgers
University, and the
Ambassador of School
Libraries for Scholastic Book
Fairs. He served on the 2014
Newbery committee, which
named the title Flora and

Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures “the most
distinguished contribution to children’s
literature.” He has also served on ALSC’s
Children and Technology committee, AASL’s
Best Websites for Teachers and Learning, two
readers’ choice award committees, the School
Library Month Planning Committee, and the
National Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature selection committee. Every day is a
giant book party for this teacher-librarian! In
fact, Library Journal named him “The Xtreme
Librarian” for the high level of exertion— along
with some gears and stunts—he uses to get
kids reading, and Instructor Magazine named
him a Cool Teacher for redefining what it
means to be a teacher-librarian. John blogs
daily at MrSchuReads.com. He also hosts the
Scholastic Book Fairs web series “Mr. Schu
Goes to the Book Fair” and co-edits the
“Reader Leader” blog.

Ruta Sepetys 
(Friday Author Luncheon)

Ruta Sepetys is an
internationally acclaimed
author of historical fiction
published in over fifty
countries and thirty-seven
languages. Her novels,
Between Shades of Gray and
Out of the Easy are both New
York Times bestsellers and

international bestsellers. Her latest novel, Salt
to the Sea, is a #1 New York Times bestseller
and was recently awarded the Carnegie Medal.
Her books have won or been shortlisted for
over forty literary prizes and are currently in
development for two films. Ruta is the
daughter of a Lithuanian refugee. She is the
first American historical novelist to address
both European Parliament and Library of
Congress. She was recently bestowed the Cross
of the Knight by the President of Lithuania for
her contributions to education and memory
preservation. She is intensely proud to be
Lithuanian, even if that means she has a name
no one can pronounce.

Jennifer Serravallo

Jennifer Serravallo was a
teacher in Title I Schools in
NYC, and later a Senior Staff
Developer at the Teachers
College Reading and Writing
Project at Columbia
University. She is the author
of a dozen books on the
teaching of reading and

writing including the new Writing Strategies
Book, the New York Times bestseller, The
Reading Strategies Book, and the two-time award-
winning Independent Reading Assessment series.
Check out her blog at
www.jenniferserravallo.com and tweet her
@jserravallo.

Eric Sheninger 
(Friday evening keynote)

Eric is a Senior Fellow and
Thought Leader on Digital
Leadership with the
International Center for
Leadership in Education
(ICLE). Prior to this he was
the award-winning Principal
at New Milford High School.
Under his leadership his

school became a globally recognized model for
innovative practices. Eric oversaw the
successful implementation of several
sustainable change initiatives that radically
transformed the learning culture at his school
while increasing achievement. 
His work focuses on leading and learning in
the digital age as a model for moving schools
and districts forward. This has led to the
formation of the Pillars of Digital Leadership,
a framework for all educators to initiate
sustainable change to transform school
cultures. As a result Eric has emerged as an
innovative leader, best selling author, and

sought after speaker. His main focus is
purposeful integration of technology to
facilitate student learning, improve
communications with stakeholders, enhance
public relations, create a positive brand
presence, discover opportunity, transform
learning spaces, and help educators grow
professionally.

Stacey Shubitz 
(special Wednesday evening session)

Stacey Shubitz is an
independent literacy
consultant, an adjunct
professor, and a former
elementary school teacher.
She’s the author of Craft
Moves: Lesson Sets for Teaching
Writing with Mentor Texts and
the co-author of Day by Day:

Refining Writing Workshop Through 180 Days of
Reflective Practice. She is the Chief of
Operations and Lead Writer at Two Writing
Teachers, a blog dedicated to the teaching of
writing workshop. She can be found on
Twitter @sshubitz.

Melissa Stewart

Melissa Stewart is the award-
winning author of more than
180 nonfiction books for
children, including Can an
Aardvark Bark?; No Monkeys,
No Chocolate; and Feathers: Not
Just for Flying. She is the co-
author of Perfect Pairs: Using
Fiction & Nonfiction Picture

Books to Teach Life Science, K-2 and Perfect Pairs:
Using Fiction & Nonfiction Picture Books to Teach
Life Science, 3-5. Her highly-regarded website
contains a rich array of educational resources
for teaching nonfiction reading and writing. 

Shane Templeton

Dr. Shane Templeton,
Foundation Professor
Emeritus of Literacy Studies
at the University of Nevada,
Reno, is a former classroom
teacher at the primary and
secondary levels. In addition,
Dr. Templeton’s research has
focused on developmental

word knowledge in elementary, middle, and
high school students. He is co-author of Words
Their Way; Vocabulary Their Way: Word Study for
Middle and Secondary Students; Words Their Way
with Struggling Readers, Grades 4–12; and Words
Their Way with English Learners. His other books
include Teaching the Integrated Language Arts and
Children’s Literacy: Contexts for Meaningful
Learning. Since 1987, Dr. Templeton has been a
member of the Usage Panel of The American
Heritage® Dictionary. He is educational
consultant for The American Heritage Children’s
Dictionary and wrote the foreword to the
recently published Curious George’s Dictionary.
Dr. Templeton is co-author of Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt Journeys Common Core, a K-6
reading program.
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Cris Tovani

Cris Tovani taught grades
one to twelve for 33 years.
She most recently worked
with secondary English
language learners from a
high poverty district in
Colorado that was in its
fourth year of turnaround.
She loves working with

teachers and administrators to support
learners in their quest to improve their literacy.
Cris is a nationally known consultant focusing
on issues of reading, content comprehension
and assessment in secondary classrooms. She
has been an adjunct professor and is the
author of four books: No More Telling as
Teaching, I Read it but I Don’t Get It, Do I Really
Have to Teach Reading? and So, What do They
Really Know?

Linda Urban 
(Saturday Author Luncheon)

Linda Urban is the author of
ten books for children and
young adults, among them: A
Crooked Kind of Perfect, The
Center of Everything, Mouse was
Mad, and the Gryphon
Award-winning Weekends with
Max and his Dad. Her most
important work, the poem

“There Once was a Ghost”, was produced in
first grade and taught her the power of
internal motivation and teacher-bestowed
smiley faces.

Denise Vega

Denise Vega is the award-
winning author of seven
books for kids from toddler
to teen, including her “blog”
books: Click Here (to find out
how i survived seventh grade) – a
Colorado Book Award winner
– and Access Denied (and other
eighth grade error messages) as

well as Fact of Life #31 (Colorado Book Award
winner) and Rock On. Her picture books

include her latest: If Your Monster Won’t Go to
Bed (Knopf/Random House, 2017). Denise is a
former co-Regional Advisor of the Rocky
Mountain Chapter of the SCBWI, on faculty at
Lighthouse Writers Workshop and a Young
Adult Faculty Mentor for the Regis University
MFA in Creative Writing. She lives in Denver
with her family where she enjoys eating too
many French fries and not enough broccoli
(even though she likes broccoli). Find out
more at .

Vicki Vinton

Vicki Vinton is a literacy
consultant and award-
winning writer who works
with teachers and schools
both across the country and
around the world. She is the
author of Dynamic Teaching
for Deeper Reading: Shifting to a
Problem-Based Approach

(Heinemann, 2017) and the co-author of What
Readers Really Do: Teaching the Process of Meaning
Making (Heinemann, 2012) and The Power of
Grammar: Unconventional Approaches to the
Conventions of Language (Heinemann, 2015).
She is also the voice behind the popular
literacy blog To Make a Prairie, and she
regularly presents at national, state and
international conferences.

Maria Walther

Maria Walther, who earned a
doctorate in elementary
education from Northern
Illinois University, has taught
first grade since 1986. Along
with teaching young learners,
Maria inspires other
professionals by sharing her
knowledge through inspiring

professional development experiences. The
ideas she shares reflect her continued
commitment to teaching, researching, writing,
and collaborating with her colleagues. Maria
was honored as Illinois Reading Educator of
the Year, earned the ICARE for Reading Award
for fostering the love of reading in children,

and named The Outstanding Literacy Alumni
by Department of Literacy Education at
Northern Illinois University. She has co-
authored five professional books and the Next
Step Guided Reading Assessment with Scholastic.
Learn more about her books at
mariawalther.com and follow her on Twitter
@mariapwalther.

Rita Williams-Garcia 
(Thursday Author Luncheon)

Rita Williams-Garcia is the
New York Times bestselling
author of nine novels for
young adults and middle
grade readers. Her most
recent novel, Gone Crazy in
Alabama ends the saga of the
Gaither Sisters, who appear
in One Crazy Summer and PS

Be Eleven. Her novels have been recipients of
numerous awards, including the Coretta Scott
King Award, National Book Award Finalists,
Newbery Honor Book, Junior Library Guild,
and the Scott O’Dell Prize for Historical
Fiction. She served on faculty at the Vermont
College of Fine Arts Writing for Children MFA
Program and she resides in Queens, New
York.   

Jeff Zwiers

Jeff Zwiers is a senior
researcher at Stanford
University and the director of
professional development for
the Understanding Language
Initiative, a project focused
on improving the education
of English learners. He has
consulted for national and

international teacher development projects
that promote literacy, cognition, and academic
language, and he has published articles and
books on these topics. His current research
focuses on improving professional learning
systems and developing classroom instruction
that fosters high-quality oral language and
conversations across disciplines.

P R E S E N T E R S

38

Register at ccira.org.
Registration opens

November 1 for members,
November 2 for non-members.
If you are not already a CCIRA member, 
join at ccira.org and qualify for early 
registration and conference discount!



Aegerter, Kurk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364
Anderle, Emily . . . . . . . . . . 170, 243
Andrews, Bev. . . . . . . . . . . . 354, 442
Askham, Jane . . . . . . . . . . . 226, 422
Azibo, Sarah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204
Badami, Alyson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229
Baker, David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Barnett, Mac . . . . . . . . 327, 362, 412
Barnhouse, Dorothy . . . . . 309, 433
Beers, Kylene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 511
Benke, Lu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177, 266
Bennett, Jeffrey . 210, 264, 443, 463
Bennett, Samantha. . . . . . . . . . . 505
Bergman, Kelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 328
Berry, Courtney . . . . . . . . . 224, 424
Bonds, Jeanne . . . . . . . . . . . 224, 424
Bradley, Fleur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414
Brauner, Jenn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
Brown, Rachel . . . . . . 103, 228, 470
Brown, Teresa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Buckner, Aimee . . . . . . . . . 312, 449
Cameron, Bruce . . . . . 129, 175, 245
Carrel, Janice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121
Casas, Jill . . . . . . . . . . . 102, 231, 429
Chimblo, Sarah . . . . . . . . . 148, 267
Clabaugh, Kile . . . . . . . . . . 163, 411
Collett, Vicki. . . . . . . . 124, 165, 332
Conrad, Lori . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
Cooner, Donna . . . . . . . . . . 329, 367
Corbin-Thaddies, Cassondra

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269, 413, 453
Couros, George . . . . . 326, 335, 365
Crouch, Debra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 472
Crowder, Melanie. . . . 216, 338, 447
Daniels, Harvey “Smokey” . . . . 132, 
153, Wednesday Evening Session

Danneberg, Julie. . . . . . . . . 123, 241
Dart, Kristen . . . . . . . . . . . . 101, 248
Davidson, Sherrie . . . . . . . 324, 405
Davis, Morgan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Davis, Patricia. . . . . . . . . . . 209, 419
Dickey, Jennifer. . . . . . . . . . 206, 336
Dimagiba, Callie. . . . . . . . . 208, 353
Douglas, Laura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407
Dowell, Amy . . . . . . . . . . . . 221, 425
Downing, Stephanie . . . . . . . . . 229
Erekson, James . . . . . . . . . . 177, 266
Farrell, Catherine . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
Fitzhugh, Lynne . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462
Fletcher, Ralph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133, 

Thursday Morning Keynote

Frieder, Rondi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 427
Gagliano, Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . 403
Galiano, Eugene . . . . . . . . . 169, 465
Gamble, Shannon. . . . . . . . . . . . 305
Ganz, Marsha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402
Garner, Katie. . . . . . . . . . . . 307, 410
Geffre, Aaron . . . . . . . . . . . 176, 446
Geisel, Noah . . . . . . . . . . . . 172, 220
Ginsberg, Daniel. . . . . . . . . . . . . 205
Goldberg, Gravity. . . . . . . . 249, 368
Gragg, Savanna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165
Graham, Chris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441
Greene, Bridgette . . . . . . . . 168, 401
Griffin, Krista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331
Grindle, Barbara. . . . . . . . . 322, 464
Grysko, Rebecca . . . . . . . . . 406, 473
Gudmundson, Ryan. . . . . . . . . . 228
Hagan, Patty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Hagen, Lisa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421
Haines, Kim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359
Haloin, Marcie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127
Hankey, Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Hartman, Karen . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430
Hedlun, Jamie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358
Heos, Bridget . . . . . . . 128, 174, 263
Herrmann, Hilary . . . 101, 248, 404
Hershelman, Alyson. . . . . . . . . . 441
Hicks, Troy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 315,

Thursday Evening Keynote
Hoffer, Wendy Ward . . . . . 152, 247
Hoit, Terry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417
Hollis, Krista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321
Hoog, Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212
Hudson, Valeri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207
Johnson, Lisa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364
Johnson, Patricia . . . . . . . . 221, 425
Johnston, Gary . . . . . . . . . . 180, 409
Johnston, Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 504,

Saturday Morning Keynote
Jourgensen, Maia . . . . . . . . . . . . 423
Jouzdani, Jennifer . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Kelley, Ashley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441
King-Dickman, Kathy . . . . . . . . 235
Kissel, Brian . . . . . . . . . . . . 105, 246
Kissingford, John . . . . . . . . . . . . 428
Klaus-Quinlan, Moker. . . . . . . . 236
Ko, Heather . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223, 303
Krier, Kristie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227
Kupres, Laura . . . . . . . . . . . 361, 402
Kuzma, Heather . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222
Larson, Amelia Van Name . 171, 466

Leon, Linda . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226, 422
Leopold, Karen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416
Linnen, Linda . . . . . . . . . . . 213, 265
Livingstone, Kristin . . . . . . . . . . 321
Lowenstein, Maria . . . . . . . . . . . 461
Mahon, Elizabeth . . . . . . . . . . . . 360
Mandel, Stacey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305
Martin, Kathy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Matthews, Missy . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
McFadden, Sarah . . . . . . . . 323, 469
McIntyre, Jennifer . . . . . . . 211, 363
McIntyre, Terry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305
McKillop, Ryan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236
McLeod, Scott . . . . . . 182, 218, 420
McPherson, Darlene . . . . . . . . . 417
Melmed, Keri. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164
Mercury, Jenna . . . . . . . . . . 361, 461
Merrill, Janet . . . . . . . 102, 231, 429
Miskimon, Amber . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Mizeur, Chris. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 501
Moore, Jeremiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242
Moran, Amy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351
Mraz, Kristine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316,

Friday Luncheon
Nehls, Sharon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Nierman, Jodi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242
O’Briant, Jackie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207
Overmeyer, Mark . . . . . . . . 108, 233
Parker, Courtney . . . . . . . . 333, 355
Patrick, Eileen. . . . . . . . . . . 166, 334
Patterson, Annie . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301
Patterson, Keith . . . . . . . . . 163, 411
Paxton, Abbey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268
Pearson, Michelle . . . . . . . . 352, 407
Pelley, Kathleen . 181, 262, 369, 408
Petersen, Brandon . . . . . . . . . . . 219
Preusser, Heather. . . . 161, 261, 445
Probst, Bob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 511
Puzick, Vince . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Puzik, Vince. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302
Quate, Stevi. . . . . . . . . . . . . 151, 430
Rami, Meenoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 314,

Friday Morning Keynote
Rendall, Jaydine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
Reynolds, Kimberly . . . . . . . . . . 325
Rhuday-Perkovich, 
Olugbemisola. . . . 366, 452, 531

Ripp, Pernille . . . . . . . . . . . 317, 450
Roan, Marcy . . . . . . . . . . . . 214, 467
Robbins, Marilyn . . . . . . . . . . . . 268
Roberts, Dale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359

Roberts, Kate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155,
Thursday Luncheon

Roberts, Maggie Beattie . . . . . . 134,
Thursday Luncheon

Rohde, Jo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 501
Rousseau, Ashley . . . . . . . . . . . . 448
Rozinsky, Brian . . . . . . . . . 146, 167
Scurletis, Georgia. . . . . . . . 162, 202
Sepetys, Ruta . . . . . . . . . . . 313, 522,

Friday Luncheon
Serrravallo, Jennifer . . . . . . . . . . 109
Sheninger, Eric . . . . . . . . . 370, 451,

Friday Evening Keynote
Shubitz, Stacey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106, 

Wednesday Evening Session
Shumacher, John . . . . . . . . 154, 310
Skelton, Elizabeth . . . 230, 304, 426
Sorenson, Dana . . . . . . . . . 222, 301
Stewart, Melissa . . . . . . . . cancelled
Strzyz, Anna Marie. . . . . . . . . . . 306
Syed, Melia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229
Taylor, Jen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179
Templeton, Shane . . . . . . . 130, 215
Tomsic, Kim . . . . . . . . . . . . 122, 147
Tovani, Cris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234
Townsend, Stevie . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Trotter, Rachel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179
Urban, Linda. . Saturday Luncheon
Vega, Denise . . . . . . . . 372, 415, 471
Villecco, Taren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423
Vinton, Vicki. . . . . . . . . . . . 318, 431
Walther, Maria . . . . . . . . . . 502, 521
Wandzek, Sathya. . . . . . . . . . . . . 227
Werder, Kari . . . . . . . . . . . . 103, 470
White, Stephanie . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Williams-Garcia, Rita

. . . . . . . . . . Thursday Luncheon
Wilson, Caitlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Wisler, Alyssa . . . . . . . . . . . 217, 418
Wretling, Laura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
Wyman, Beth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201
Wyman, Caroline . . . . . . . . 333, 355
Yan, Stan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Yarnell, Elizabeth . . . . . . . . 357, 444
Young, Chase . . . . . . . . . . . 145, 356
Zigan, Joni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Zwiers, Jeff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178, 232

Index of Presenters

P R E S E N T E R S

39


